
KICK-A$$
TIPS & TOPICS
TO SELL
Ideas, inspiration and proven strategies
to attract new and returning advertisers.



KICK-A$$ TIPS & TOPICS TO SELL

Selling Steps:
 1. Strategize and Plan 
2. Identify Prospective Advertisers
3. Develop a Tailored 
    Spec Ad and Sales Proposal 
4. Build a Relationship on
     Knowledge and Shared Goals



KICK-A$$ TIPS & TOPICS TO SELL

At METRO,
we help you:
1. Strategize and Plan 
2. Develop Spec Ads 
    and Sales Proposals 

     …but we wanted to know,
“What’s working right now for you?” 



KICK-A$$ TIPS & TOPICS TO SELL

> Metro Feedback Results: What’s working for local newspapers today?

Now we want to share what we’ve learned – 
and how we can help – with all of you...

We asked our customers these questions:

1. What is your most helpful sales planning tip?
2. What is your best ad selling tip?
3. What was your best-performing feature or topic last year? 
4. What is your best consistent revenue generator?
5. What are some of your favorite Metro tools or assets?
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1. What is your most helpful sales planning tip?

> Explore Ideas From Metro
“Seeing ideas can inspire an 
approach for a prospect that 
you hadn’t thought of.”
• SearchBook and email ideas  
• Spec ad and page templates  
• Sections and success stories 

> Stay Organized
• �Create up-to-date lists 

of all local businesses 
with contact info

• A thorough prospect list

> Build Sales
   Planning Strategies
• �Plan around unique ideas, 

popular  themes and 
seasonal opportunities 

• �Align advertising opportunities 
with editorial content 
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Planning

> Plan Ahead and Explore Ideas From the Metro Site 

> What is your most helpful sales planning tip?

>



KICK-A$$ TIPS & TOPICS TO SELL > What is your most helpful sales planning tip?

> Plan around themes and seasonal opportunities 
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Use our
TOPICS
THAT SELL
site page to 
strategically plan 
for the month 
ahead and  
EXPLORE IDEAS 
THAT SELL 
ALL YEAR:

We are always 
posting new content!
    Keep checking your Metro site for the latest.

Check this 
page often for 
updates! 
Click on any
TOPic for the latest 
templates, images, 
editorial features 
and more to engage 
advertisers and 
readers around a 
theme, holiday
or event. 

We are always posting new content!
Check this page often for updates.

An idea-inspiring collection of 
monthly and year-round TOPics 
that sell, in an easy-to-navigate 
format from the Mega Menu.

> What is your most helpful sales planning tip?

> Plan around themes and seasonal opportunities 
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Use our
TOPICS
THAT SELL
site page to 
strategically plan 
for the month 
ahead and  
EXPLORE IDEAS 
THAT SELL 
ALL YEAR:

We are always 
posting new content!
    Keep checking your Metro site for the latest.

Check this 
page often for 
updates! 
Click on any
TOPic for the latest 
templates, images, 
editorial features 
and more to engage 
advertisers and 
readers around a 
theme, holiday
or event. 
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2026 World Soccer Tournament
Themed Content for TOPics That Sell 

Catch the action, feel the excitement and cheer on your team
at these fan-favorite soccer bars and local watch parties!

Watch Party
Specials

Bar/Restaurant
Watch Party
Specials

Bar/Restaurant

Watch Party
Specials

Bar/Restaurant

Monday, June 00 
Country Team   vs.  Country Team
00:00 x.x. at Stadium Location
Country Team   vs.  Country Team
00:00 x.x. at Stadium Location
Country Team   vs.  Country Team
00:00 x.x. at Stadium Location
Country Team   vs.  Country Team
00:00 x.x. at Stadium Location

Tuesday, June 00 
Country Team   vs.  Country Team
00:00 x.x. at Stadium Location
Country Team   vs.  Country Team
00:00 x.x. at Stadium Location
Country Team   vs.  Country Team
00:00 x.x. at Stadium Location
Country Team   vs.  Country Team
00:00 x.x. at Stadium Location

Wednesday, June 00 
Country Team   vs.  Country Team
00:00 x.x. at Stadium Location
Country Team   vs.  Country Team
00:00 x.x. at Stadium Location
Country Team   vs.  Country Team
00:00 x.x. at Stadium Location
Country Team   vs.  Country Team
00:00 x.x. at Stadium Location

Thursday, June 00 
Country Team   vs.  Country Team
00:00 x.x. at Stadium Location
Country Team   vs.  Country Team
00:00 x.x. at Stadium Location
Country Team   vs.  Country Team
00:00 x.x. at Stadium Location
Country Team   vs.  Country Team
00:00 x.x. at Stadium Location

Friday, June 00 
Country Team   vs.  Country Team
00:00 x.x. at Stadium Location
Country Team   vs.  Country Team
00:00 x.x. at Stadium Location
Country Team   vs.  Country Team
00:00 x.x. at Stadium Location
Country Team   vs.  Country Team
00:00 x.x. at Stadium Location

Saturday, June 00 
Country Team   vs.  Country Team
00:00 x.x. at Stadium Location
Country Team   vs.  Country Team
00:00 x.x. at Stadium Location
Country Team   vs.  Country Team
00:00 x.x. at Stadium Location
Country Team   vs.  Country Team
00:00 x.x. at Stadium Location

Sunday, June 00 
Country Team   vs.  Country Team
00:00 x.x. at Stadium Location
Country Team   vs.  Country Team
00:00 x.x. at Stadium Location
Country Team   vs.  Country Team
00:00 x.x. at Stadium Location
Country Team   vs.  Country Team
00:00 x.x. at Stadium Location

This Week’s Match Schedule

Watch Party
Specials

Bar/Restaurant

Watch Party
Specials

Bar/Restaurant

Watch Party
Specials

Bar/Restaurant
Watch Party
Specials

Bar/Restaurant
Watch Party
Specials

Bar/Restaurant

Tab 10 x 13  |  Broadsheet 6 col x 21

Please Note: World Cup™, FIFA 
World Cup™ and other word 
marks, slogans and logos 
are owned and protected by 
FIFA®. For more information, 
refer to FIFA’s Intellectual 
Property Guidelines from their 
website at fifa.com. 

> What is your most helpful sales planning tip?

> Plan around themes and seasonal opportunities 



KICK-A$$ TIPS & TOPICS TO SELL > What is your most helpful sales planning tip?

> Plan around themes and seasonal opportunities 
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JACKIE

> What is your most helpful sales planning tip?

> Explore (proven successful!) sections,
   promotions and ideas 

METRO ADVERTISING SERVICE

Success Stories Success stories and revenue-generating ideas from peer publications across North America

Lifestyle Magazine for Older Adults 
Offers Local Businesses
High-Impact Advertising 

CREATE:
The Decatur Daily produces a bimonthly 
lifestyle magazine titled Living 50 
Plus Decatur Morgan. The magazine 
provides targeted lifestyle content for 
readers ages 50 and over, who make 
up about 45 percent of The Decatur 
Daily’s readership. In addition to their 
own local stories, the publisher utilizes a 
number of Metro features to tie in local 
advertising. These include a “Good to 
Know” page providing healthy lifestyle 
tips, and a “100 Years Ago This Month” 
page that looks back on historical 
events. Advertising Assistant Jessica 
Powell says features like these engage 
readers by holding their attention and 
sparking conversation. They also allow 
an exclusive page sponsor to reap the 
benefits of that focused attention from 
readers. The magazine runs as a print 
insert and e-edition, and complimentary 
copies are also available at area 
business locations and The Decatur 
Daily office. 

A bimonthly magazine insert incorporates a variety of unique features
to engage readers and connect advertisers with a niche audience.

Jessica Powell
Advertising Assistant
The Decatur Daily 
jessica.powell@tnvalleymedia.com
www.decaturdaily.com

> Check out an issue of Living 50 Plus Decatur MorganThe Decatur Daily  
Decatur, AL

>> Read More Success Stories>> See Metro’s 2026 Themed Special Sections Schedule

All Metro Subscribers 
can access “Good to 
Know” pages, “100 Years 
Ago” features, recipes, 
puzzles and more from  
the Metro website. 
If you have difficulty locating 
any of this content, call 
800.223.1600 or email service 
@metro-email.com for fast 
and friendly assistance!

SELL:
Sponsored pages in the magazine 
give local businesses an opportunity 
to attract focused attention from 
their target consumers, with no 
competition on the page. Powell 
notes that it also connects 
advertisers to the Living 50 Plus 
brand. Sponsored pages are sold 
as a six-run contract, allowing an 
advertiser to essentially “present” the 
content included on that page for 
six issues. The publication also uses 
Metro editorial features to anchor a 
senior services directory, featuring 
advertising from several local 
businesses. Pages incorporating 
Metro recipes and puzzles offer 
advertisers additional opportunities 
for engagement. 

PROFIT:
The most recent issue of Living 
50 Plus  featured ads from 
more than 30 local businesses. 
Powell says, “Advertisers have 
enjoyed sponsoring pages for our 
magazine because it allows them 
a message to get behind and 
connect to their own branding. It 
expands their brand’s message to 
more than just a company logo.”

©2026 Metro Creative Graphics, Inc.
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2. What is your best ad selling tip?

> Be personable, in-person:
• Be yourself when selling, stay genuine
• Arrange a face-to-face meeting  
• Be excited about your content
• Stress the reach of the paper
• Build relationships 

> Make it personal:
• �Know your customer’s brand: 

colors, themes, catchphrases
• �Include a picture of the 

business’s  team on an ad

> Know your customer:
• �Interview sales prospects to find 

strengths and tailor your proposal 
• �Uncover a customer’s 

needs and sell to those
• �Offer relevant content tie-ins 

for strategic ad placement 
or native advertising 

> Make the focus local:
• �Feature local faces, places and images
• �Support community involvement 

in your paper through events 
and contributions
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2. What is your best ad selling tip?

> Present a Spec Ad:

> Go for the Upsell:
• Longer ad runs or campaigns
• �Web and social media add-ons

& Finally,
Contact Everyone…
You never know who will respond!

• Have a great-looking spec ad
• �Include a clear when, where and call to action
• Be creative and think outside the box 
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> Present a great-looking spec ad ^
47%

INCREASE IN
GENERATED 

REVENUE 

  >  What makes a
great-looking spec ad?

DYK?
METRO’s spec ad 
pdf’s are layered, 
so they can be 
edited in multiple 
design platforms.

> What is your best ad selling tip?
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Create a Great Spec Ad A Great Spec Ad Checklist

grab attention and
show personality?
• Image
• Clear message
• Font

effortlessly direct the reader 
through the information?
• Eye flow
• Text hierarchy
• White space

have a benefit for the reader?
• Deal or Discount
• Educational
• Event information

tell the consumer how to respond?
• �Learn more 

(call, website, QR code)
• Use coupon
• Show up

give clear business information?
• Name or logo
• Location
• �Contact information

Does your ad...

It’s a fact: Well-designed spec 
ads increase close rates! You can 

ensure your spec ads are impactful 
and effective by keeping a few 

simple design tips in mind.

Keep this sheet handy to check your specs! 

Get inspired and download spec ad templates at 
MetroCreativeConnection.com (MCC). 

YOU CAN
CREATE

A  GREAT
SPEC AD!

Goals for any ad
1.  Attact attention.
2. �Communicate a benefit.
3. �Get the reader to act.

#1 Get to know
   your prospect…
• �Pay attention to their 

brand style and colors.
• �What types of advertising 

have they previously done?
• ��Read business reviews:
   �What do people like and 

dislike about the business?

• Estimate their budget. 
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10 Key Design Elements

LAURA

>  1. Visual Hierarchy
>  2.  Composition: Rule of Thirds / Balance
>  3. Strong Visual
>  4. Typography
>  5. Call to Action
>  6. Color Psychology to Elicit Emotion
>  7. Concise Copy / Text
>  8. White Space / Negative Space
>  9. Logo / Branding
>  10. Personalization / Relevance

We’ve Beefed up our

Burger Menu

neW!

$12
BurGer
MonTh
DealS
all May

Spicy Southwest Sliders
Korean-Style Bulgogi Burger
Tex-Mex Burger With Guacamole
Garlic Butter & Mushroom Burger

Try our gluten-free buns and house-made vegan burger patties!

1234 Washington Street | Somersville Heights
000-000-0000 | www.namewebsite.com

Downtown Grill

1

5

3

6

4

8

7

9

2

2

2
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Feature eye-catching editorial page layouts that 
support a specific advertiser’s message 

> Offer relevant content tie-ins, such as editorial features or puzzles, for advertisers  

> What is your best ad selling tip?
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Use our
TOPICS
THAT SELL
site page to 
strategically plan 
for the month 
ahead and  
EXPLORE IDEAS 
THAT SELL 
ALL YEAR:

We are always 
posting new content!
    Keep checking your Metro site for the latest.

Check this 
page often for 
updates! 
Click on any
TOPic for the latest 
templates, images, 
editorial features 
and more to engage 
advertisers and 
readers around a 
theme, holiday
or event. 

All of Metro’s
editorial content is 
copyright-free.
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Web and social media add-ons 

> Go for the upsell  

> What is your best ad selling tip?

Present a campaign
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Ads/Templates >
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JACKIE

> Contact Everyone! Metro’s e-card generator makes it easy. 

> What is your best ad selling tip?

Images >
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3. What was your best-performing feature or topic last year?

> Local Content:
• Visitor’s Guide
• Local Map Feature 
• Community Choice Awards
• Community Focus (Events & Seasonal Activities)

> Holidays:
• �Christmas Special Section
• Holiday Advertising Section
• Holiday Special Sections

> Health Awareness:
• �Breast Cancer Awareness Special Section filled 

with community stories, information and resources
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JACKIE

> Themed Sections: Community, Holidays & Health

> What was your best-performing feature or topic?
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> Themed Sections: Community, Holidays & Health

> What was your best-performing feature or topic?

> Webinar Special Offers!

BOGO$85 $49
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4. What is your best consistent revenue generator?

• Directories & Calendars
• Classified Ads
• Local Event Coverage
• Special Sections
• Themed Editorial Pages

> Grouped advertising
> Advertising paired with content
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WEEKDAY
SPECIAL

Monday-Thursday List details, terms and conditions
here. List details, terms and conditions here.

Our beautiful 18-hole, par-64 course
is open to the public!

Save $20 Off
Your Foursome

1234 Washington Street | Somersville Heights
000-000-0000 | www.namewebsite.com

Maris Point
Golf Course

TWILIGHT
RATES

Cart Included! List details, terms and conditions here. 
List details, terms and conditions here.

Check out our website for
great monthly specials!

18 Holes
$29 after 5 p.m.

1234 Washington Street | Somersville Heights
000-000-0000 | www.namewebsite.com

East Lakes
Golf Course

SENIOR
DISCOUNTS

7 a.m.-3 p.m. Cart Included!  List details, terms and
conditions here. List details, terms and conditions here.

Membership options and
tournament specials available!

Save 20% Off
Monday-Thursday

1234 Washington Street | Somersville Heights
000-000-0000 | www.namewebsite.com

Long View Tee
Golf Course

EARLY-BIRD
SPECIAL

Monday-Thursday, Back 9 Only List details, terms and
conditions here. List details, terms and conditions here.

Book your tee time online!

$12 Green Fee
6-7:30 a.m.

1234 Washington Street | Somersville Heights
000-000-0000 | www.namewebsite.com

Vista Ridge
Golf Club

HAPPY
HOUR

Monday-Friday 3-5 p.m. List details, terms and
conditions here. List details, terms and conditions here.

Join us after the game for
great food and drink deals!

Half-Price Specials
Appetizers • Draft Beers • Burgers

1234 Washington Street | Somersville Heights
000-000-0000 | www.namewebsite.com

Clubhouse
Bar & Grill

BUCKET &
BEER DEAL

After 5 pm. Daily List details, terms and conditions here.
List details, terms and conditions here.

Swing in for 29 driving stations,
five tee stations and lighted practice area!

One Bucket of Balls & 
One Domestic Draft

Only $10

1234 Washington Street | Somersville Heights
000-000-0000 | www.namewebsite.com

Tee-Up
Driving Range

GOLFING

Playing a round of golf is a great
way to spend a morning,
afternoon or early evening. That’s

particularly true when the weather is
warm and a golf course is soaked in
sunshine and cooled down by warm
breezes whistling through the
surrounding trees.

Though many see golf as recreation, the
sport can offer some notable health
benefits. The Royal and Ancient Golf
Club of St. Andrews, which was founded
in 1754 and has since grown from a small
club to one with 2,500 members across
the globe, published a golf and health
report in 2020. That report highlights
research indicating the ways golf
promotes both mental and physical
health, and such evidence can make
anyone feel better about spending a day
on their nearest course. With that in
mind, individuals can consider these
three notable health benefits of playing
golf the next time they’re thinking about
visiting their local course.

1. Golf may help
you live longer.
Frustrated golfers who can’t master
their short game may suggest
otherwise, but a study published in the
Scandinavian Journal of Medicine and
Science and Sports discovered a 40
percent reduction in mortality rates
among 300,000 members of the
Swedish Golf Federation. That
corresponded to an increased life
expectancy of roughly five years and
applied to golfers of all ages, genders
and socio-economic backgrounds.

2. Golf can help
combat disease.
A summary of findings conducted by
researchers at the University of
Edinburgh and published in the British
Journal of Sports Medicine in 2016
found that golf can help prevent and
treat 40 major chronic diseases,
including diabetes, heart attack, stroke,
depression, dementia, and cancers of
the breast and colon. That link probably
has something to do with golf being a
physical activity that encourages people
to embrace a less sedentary lifestyle.
Indeed, the R&A notes that additional
studies have found that risk factors for
heart disease and stroke, including high
blood pressure, are reduced among
people who play golf.

3. Golf promotes
social interaction. 
The Alzheimer’s Society reports that
social isolation can increase a person’s
risk for dementia by roughly 60 percent.
People who play golf tend to play in
groups of two, three or four, and that
social interaction can promote social
interaction among people of all ages.
Social isolation also has been linked to
additional mental health issues,
including anxiety and depression, so
activities like golf that encourage social
interaction can help people safeguard
their mental health.

A round of golf may be widely viewed as
a recreational activity. However, a day
on the links also provides some notable
health benefits.

3 notable health benefits     
of a round of golf

Did you know?
Few individual accomplishments in
sports may be more coveted
than sinking a hole-in-one
on the golf course, but
golfers from all walks
of life may not want to
hold their breath
hoping to accomplish
that feat the next
time they hit the
links. According to
the National Hole-in-
One Registry, the odds
of the average player
making a hole-in-one are
12,500 to 1. Even professional
golfers may want to temper their
expectations of sinking a hole-in-one, as the
Registry cites the odds of a pro accomplishing
the feat as 3,000 to 1. Golfers who like to play in
foursomes should know that their odds of sinking
a hole-in-one if someone in their group has
already done so are especially long. According to
the Registry, the chances of two players from the
same foursome sinking a hole-in-one are 17
million to 1.

NEWS

Doctor
Sponsor Ad
“With Quote”

Doctor
Sponsor Ad
“With Quote”

”

” Name Business
Golf Special, Deal or
Discount with offer
details here.
1234 Washington Street
Somersville Heights
000-000-0000
www.namewebsite.com

Name Business
Golf Special, Deal or
Discount with offer
details here.
1234 Washington Street
Somersville Heights
000-000-0000
www.namewebsite.com

Name Business
Golf Special, Deal or
Discount with offer
details here.
1234 Washington Street
Somersville Heights
000-000-0000
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Name Business
Golf Special, Deal or
Discount with offer
details here.
1234 Washington Street
Somersville Heights
000-000-0000
www.namewebsite.com

THURSDAY,
JUNE 00 @ 11am

$89
Early-Bird

Registration
Available

Online Now!

Ticket proceeds benefit Name
Charity Organization.

1234 Washington Street | Somersville Heights
000-000-0000 | www.namewebsite.com

Bay Ridge
Golf Course



KICK-A$$ TIPS & TOPICS TO SELL > What is your best consistent revenue generator?

> Multi-Advertiser Pages & Directories
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LAURA

> What is your best consistent revenue generator?

> Themed Editorial Pages
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LAURA

> What is your best consistent revenue generator?

> Themed Content: Mastheads
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JACKIE



KICK-A$$ TIPS & TOPICS TO SELL

5. What are some of your favorite Metro tools or assets?

> Great Ideas
• �From the Ad 

Template Library

> House Ad Templates 
• �Promoting Subscriptions 

and Advertising 

> Calendar Templates
• �That Help Tie In 

Event Advertisers 
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5. What are some of your favorite Metro tools or assets?

> Editorial Features > Recipes > Puzzles, Coloring Pages 
   and Activities for All Ages
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Editorial

>> Click here to access all June articles

60+ New Articles Every Month, 
Included in Your Subscription!
Written by Metro staff, not AI,  with no byline needed.
Edit or localize these copyright-free features any way you like! 

People can commemorate the 
start of summer in many different 
ways, including these fun ideas.

Celebrate the
start of summer

Here are some strategies 
for budget-friendly  
summer entertaining.

Low-cost summer 
entertaining

As fans anxiously await the 
action, they can test their 
knowledge of World Cup 
history with some fun trivia.

FIFA World
Cup trivia

Understanding the scope of cat 
ownership and how to help cats 
adjust to a new home is the key 
to a new home transition.

The purrfect guide 
to helping cats 
adjust to a new home

As families prepare to honor 
their dads this year, they can 
consider a range of places to 
take Dad out for a special meal. 

The ultimate
guide to Dads’ 
Day dining

Fans may be curious about 
which countries and players 
have etched their names in 
World Cup history since the 
event began in 1930.

Notable World
Cup records

As Canadians prepare to 
commemorate the creation 
of Canada, they can look to 
these locales for some festive 
celebrations.

Festive locales to 
celebrate Canada Day

The following strategies 
can help novices and 
experienced golfers shore 
up their short game.

Tips to
strengthen your
short game

Here is a checklist of what to 
consider in a wedding venue.

A checklist to 
help narrow down 
reception venue 
options

Illness can impact men’s 
longevity, and certain health 
conditions are prevalent 
among men across the globe.

Notable men’s 
health issues

While Artemis II was not a space 
shuttle the mission generated 
a great deal of excitement 
surrounding space exploration.

All eyes on the moon: 
Understanding the 
Artemis program

Here are some reasons to 
say, “I do” to this evolving 
tradition, and some reasons 
why some couples adhere 
to the more traditional 
approach.

Should you say, 
‘I do’ to a first look?

Download these new June features, and many more, today:
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People can commemorate the 
start of summer in many different 
ways, including these fun ideas.

Celebrate the
start of summer

Here are some strategies 
for budget-friendly  
summer entertaining.

Low-cost summer 
entertaining

As fans anxiously await the 
action, they can test their 
knowledge of World Cup 
history with some fun trivia.

FIFA World
Cup trivia

Understanding the scope of cat 
ownership and how to help cats 
adjust to a new home is the key 
to a new home transition.

The purrfect guide 
to helping cats 
adjust to a new home

As families prepare to honor 
their dads this year, they can 
consider a range of places to 
take Dad out for a special meal. 

The ultimate
guide to Dads’ 
Day dining

Fans may be curious about 
which countries and players 
have etched their names in 
World Cup history since the 
event began in 1930.

Notable World
Cup records
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KICK-A$$ TIPS & TOPICS TO SELL

5. What are some of your favorite Metro tools or assets?

LAURA

> Seasonal Fillers
• �Makes for an 

enjoyable read!

> Social Media   
   Packages

> America@250   
   Content



KICK-A$$ TIPS & TOPICS TO SELL

JACKIE
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Metro Tip

The fastest way to access all your Metro site has to offer
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The fastest way to access all your Metro site has to offerThe fastest way to access all the Metro site has to offer

The Mega Menu



Thank You
800-223-1600 

Darrell Davis - ddavis@metro-email.com
Jackie Ulloa-Thines -  julloa@metro-email.com

Laura Koch -  lkoch@metro-email.com

Send us your feedback!
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