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Planning a wedding requires making
many different decisions. The choice
of wedding attire is among the most

crucial decisions that couples must make.
Whether the wedding is traditional or
customized to suit couples’ personalities,
brides and grooms want to look their best
when they say, “I do.”
Many brides-to-be spend a significant
amount of time looking for their ideal
wedding dresses. What defines the right
gown depends on personal preference and
is unique to the person doing the search.
For example, a dress that sets a fairy tale
scene for one bride may not necessarily
align with the tastes of another. According
to Bridal Atelier, the average bride-to-be

tries on try three to seven dresses before
finding the right one. The following tips
can help those shopping for dresses find a
look that makes their big day even more
special.

1. Don’t get hung
up on perfection
Many brides get caught up as they search
for the one dress they consider perfect. No
dress is likely to check every box. Getting
hung up on a desire to find a dress that has
it all may make it hard to see the beauty in
other dresses. Remember, with the talents
of an experienced tailor or seamstress,
most dresses can be tweaked to suit your
vision of the ideal gown.

2. Consider the season
Getting married during the hazy and
humid days of summer is an entirely
different experience than tying the knot
during the heart of winter. The fabric of
the wedding dress should complement the
season, whether it’s lightweight and
breezy for a warm day, or more substantial
and cozy when darting to the ceremony in
snowfall.

3. Flatter your figure
Chances are brides-to-be know which cuts
and styles are most flattering. Mimic those
style choices in the wedding dress. If you
want to take focus off of full hips, choose
a basque or asymmetrical waistline.
Gowns with substantial straps or higher
necklines may be better if you have a
larger chest. Sheath and mermaid style
gowns are options if you are confident
with your figure and want to show off your
curves.

4. Try a bit of this and that
Don’t go into a wedding dress
appointment with firm parameters.
Although you may have a ball gown style
in mind, after trying on other options
something with a less voluminous
silhouette may actually catch your eye.
Many brides also automatically defer to
strapless gowns, when various straps and
sleeves can be very appealing.

5. Arrive with a firm budget
Weddings can be costly. It’s important to
set a budget for the wedding dress just as
you will with other expenses. There are
plenty of dress designers across a wide
spectrum of price points. A willingness to
consider and ultimately purchase a less
costly dress can help you stay on budget.

6. LOCAL
TIP HERE
A tip from local dress
shop pictured on the best
times to shop or
something specific to your
region.

Browsing through magazines and looking
online can provide wedding dress
inspiration as well. Also, when in doubt,
defer to the experts at bridal shops who
have experience choosing dresses that
brides are inclined to love.
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Weddings are such momentous
occasions that it’s no wonder
couples want to share their big

days with as many people as possible.
Though a wedding where all friends, family
members and acquaintances are in
attendance may be a dream scenario, reality
often calls for a more carefully curated guest
list.  
Data from The Wedding Report indicates
that the average cost of a wedding is slightly
more than $20,000, though that figure could
be substantially higher, or even lower,
depending on where couples tie the knot.
Both The Wedding Report and The Knot
report that a wedding venue and catering
make up a significant percentage of the
overall cost of a wedding, with some figures
indicating that these expenses account for
around 65 percent of the final price tag. The
number of guests couples will host on their
wedding day will affect which venue they
book and how much food and beverages
they’ll need to satisfy guests. Couples who
hope to stay within budget can consider
these tips as they try to build a guest list that
won’t break the bank.
• Accept input. Parents may no longer foot
the entire bill for their children’s weddings,
but couples who are accepting some
financial help from parents must also accept
Mom’s and Dad’s input regarding the guest
list. Even if parents’ desired guests do not
ultimately make the cut, it’s best to respect
their wishes and consider who they want to
invite. Couples who are financing their own
weddings without outside help need not feel
beholden to invite anyone who does not
meet their invitation criteria.
• Make a preliminary list without regard
to budget. Couples can have fun making
preliminary guest lists without considering
their budgets. A preliminary list can serve as
a solid starting point, and couples may even
realize that their list is within budget. Once

the preliminary lists have been created,
couples can categorize guests (i.e., distant
cousins, coworkers, etc.) and then work
together to determine if any categories can
be eliminated from the invitation list. For
example, couples who may be going over
budget with their guest lists can each agree
to remove distant cousins from their
prospective invitees.
• Seek advice. Many couples face difficult
decisions regarding their wedding day guest
lists, so it can be helpful to speak to a
recently married friend or relative to see
how they handled paring down their guest
lists. Some might have done it by category,
while others might have limited guest lists to
local friends and family. When taking this
approach, couples can speak to friends about
how they approached handling people who
were surprised that they were not on the
final list of invitees.
• Throw a less formal party down the
road. A less expensive backyard barbecue
within weeks of tying the knot can serve as
a less costly alternative to a large wedding
reception. Couples who take this approach
can keep their wedding day guest lists to a
minimum, but invite everyone they hope to
see to a post-wedding day backyard
barbecue or pot luck picnic so they can
celebrate with everyone they love.
Curating a wedding day guest list is no
small task. However, couples can try various
approaches to keep a guest list more
manageable and less expensive.
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