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Housing trends come and go. 
Just think of those avocado- 
colored stoves from the 1970s 
or the formica bedroom sets of 
the 1980s. The woodburning 
fireplace was a must-have home 
accessory in the early 1990s, 
but now it is losing ground to 
pellet stoves and greener 
options. Here are a few other 
housing trends that are going 
out of style and making room for 
newer designs.

1. Kitchen desks: What used to 
be all the rage a few years back 
are now being passed over for 
larger desks in family rooms or 
bedrooms. Kitchen desks tend 
to be small and are more likely 
to collect clutter than provide a 
viable working space.

2. Carpeting: Although a little 
over half of all homes still have 
carpeting, wood floors, tiles and 
vinyl products are gaining 
ground over the once staple of 
interior design. 

3. Skylights: The once desired 
windows on roofs have contin-
ued to decline in popularity. 
Many new home manufacturers 
have nixed skylights from their 
designs. Improperly installed 
skylights tend to leak and can 
be maintenance nightmares.

4. Living rooms: Homeowners 
who do not desire a formal living 
space are eschewing living 
rooms for all-purpose rooms 
that provide a better place for 
the family to gather. If a person 
prefers the TV be separate from 
a sitting area, then two distinct 
rooms still may be needed.

Once Popular Trends 
Losing Favor Among 
Homeowners

4 inside:
spring greening
Manageable Means to Going Green 
Around the House

Keys to Fixing 
Wet Basements

PG6

PG28

plus: easy improvements for the 
weekend warrior, down-sizing,  
window hazards and tips & more.
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WHITESEL BROTHERS, INC.
150 JOHNS MANVILLE DRIVE, EDINBURG, VA 22824

(540) 984-3337 22
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BERRYVILLE
Berryville True Value Hardware

600 East Main Street
Phone (540) 995-1900

Open Weekdays 7 A.M. to 6:30 P.M.
Saturday, 7:30 A.M.-5 P.M. &

Sunday, 9 A.M.-4 P.M.

FRONT ROYAL
Ramsey True Value Hardware

703 North Royal Avenue
Phone (540) 635-2547

Open Weekdays 7 A.M. to 7 P.M.
Saturday, 7:30 A.M.-5:30 P.M. &

Sunday, 9 A.M.-4:30 P.M.

Garden
Seeds

© 2010 True Value Company. All rights reserved.

Local Stories:
Delightful Herbs   
PG16

Stinkbugs! 
PG22

Big Projects:
Built Stronger to Last Longer PG15
Roofing Color Choices  PG25
Innovative Roofing Tiles PG24

Entertainment:
Before You Buy a 3DTV  PG7

Outdoors:
Must Have Tools PG13
Turn Your Backyard Beautiful PG19
Decks Deserve Real Wood   PG27
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Fiber Classes available
on request for adults and 

children.

Call for more 
information.
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754 Harrisville Road, Toms Brook, VA 22660
(540) 436-3517 • www.poseythisisitllamas.com

COME AND JOIN US FOR SOME FUN!
We also do BIRTHDAY PARTIES / TOURS • FREE ADMISSION 

• DONATIONS ACCEPTED

JIM & JOYCE HALL
VISITORS ALWAYS
WELCOME
Call us for Farm Tours

Farm tours are donations for our Llama care and Southeast Llama
Rescue. Fiber yarn and other products for sale. 

Come meet the Llama that donated its fiber for our fiber items.

Spring is in the air and the 
llamas are looking for 
their spring visitors so 
they can enjoy lots of carrots
and give lots of llama kisses.
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Call 459-7100 • www.poolnspasupply.com
18693 Valley Pike, Edinburg

The Ultimate Pool can be
installed above ground, 
partially in-ground, or 
completely in-ground to fit any yard or slope. The 
14 gauge in-ground quality steel gives the pool
unmatched strength and durability to last a lifetime.

Ultimate Above 
Come See the new 

Ground 
Pool!

10% Off 
All Chemicals

Free
Hot Dogs 
& Drinks

Friday, April 29 • 9AM-4:30PM

Saturday, April 30 • 9AM-1PM

SPRING
SALE
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Think Spring!
Come see us for all your Spring

gardening needs!

Hours: Mon. thru Sat., 8-6/Sun. 11-4
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HERE NOW!
• Fruit Trees • Blueberries

Best selection of 
Tomatoes & Peppers

Beautiful Hanging Baskets

Get your spring off to a great start!



21
46

70

For more information on ways to reduce 
yard waste and improve the environment, 
visit www.fcrecycles.net or telephone 665-5643.
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SPRING CLEAN
your way to a healthier home
Spring cleaning is an annual tradition 

at households across the country. 
Whether you live in a studio 

apartment or a sprawling mansion, the 
rejuvenating feeling of spring stems from 
more than just the warm air outdoors. 
It’s also the opportunity to open the 
windows and let that warm air breathe 
some new life into your home.

Though spring cleaning is primarily 
about ridding a home of a season’s worth 
of clutter, it should also be about making 
a home healthier for the months to come. 
Once the clutter has been cleared, the 
following cleaning tips can make your 
home a healthy haven when those 
inevitable spring showers arrive.

Tackle mold and mildew

Few homes can escape the wrath of 
mold and mildew during the winter 
months. In addition to being unsightly, 
exposure to mold can also cause a 
host of physical problems, including 
respiratory ailments, eye irritation, 
and nasal and sinus congestion. 
Highly effective at controlling mold 
and mildew, Spray Nine® Cleaner/
Disinfectant (www.spraynine.com.), 
an eco-friendly, water-based cleaner 
which can be used on your car, boat 
or RV, and in your office, is perfect for 
tackling existing mold and mildew 
around the house and preventing any 
future problems, such as those that 
commonly result from spring rains. It 
has also been proven effective in 
hospitals, schools, institutions, and 
restaurants.

Clean the filters, ducts and vents

Spring might be synonymous with 
warmer temperatures, but for allergy 
sufferers spring can be a difficult time 
of year. When spring cleaning, don’t 
forget to thoroughly clean filters, 
ducts and vents to help decrease 
exposure to airborne allergens.

Protect against viruses 
and bacteria
Effectively cleaning a home can 
involve several preventive measures 
to keep everyone free from viruses 
and bacteria. It can take as little as 45 
seconds to disinfect a surface of 
harmful bacteria, including those 
associated with food poisoning and 
even infections such as MRSA, and 
even less time to disinfect a surface 
against viruses while protecting a 
home’s inhabitants from viruses 
including Influenza A2 and others that 
can cause the common cold and 
respiratory illnesses.

Clear the garage and basement of 
potentially harmful supplies
Garages and basements are often 
used to store paints, paint thinners, 
oils, solvents, and other potentially 
toxic supplies. If any of these toxic 
supplies are old, consult your local 
sanitation department to determine 
how best to discard such items. For 
those you want to keep, be sure the 
lids are tight and not leaking 
potentially harmful chemicals into the 
air.

Make up for lost time
For those who don’t consider spring 
cleaning an annual tradition, it’s never 
too late to start making your home a 
healthier place. Such was the case 
with Richard Tobias, who was 
responsible for cleaning his father’s 
old apartment after his father moved 
to a nursing home. A smoker for 40 
years, Tobias’ father left behind an 
apartment with walls encrusted with 
decades of cigarette smoke. “I 
sprayed the walls, doors, countertops, 
ceilings, furniture, and anything that 
was going to be saved with Spray 
Nine, and the nicotine did not stand a 
chance,” said Tobias.

Embrace eco-friendly cleaning
A healthy home should also be one 
that’s healthy for the environment. 
Cleaners that utilize a water-based 
formula, are much more eco-friendly 
and offer a better choice over chlorine 
bleach or pine-based cleaning 
products, which can negatively 
impact air quality and cause 
discoloration and damage to surface 
finishes in some cases.

221464
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Prices starting at $10 per sq.ft.
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111 E. King St., Strasburg, VA
540-465-3771 or 800-570-5674 22

90
72

Betty
Hartzell

Realtor®

540-335-2390

Susan
Phelan
Realtor®

540-631-4073

160 E. KING ST - STRASBURG 
Location! Location! Location! Beautiful
Victorian Home. Newly renovated up-
stairs apartment. Run your business from
the downstairs. Over 2300 sq. ft. Large
backyard. Owner/Agent. $284,500. 

27036 OLD VALLEY PIKE - TOMS BROOK 
Immaculate 3BR,3BA Split Level with
new kitchen, & new sunroom, Mother-
in-law suite, workshop w/elec, extra
building lot. $224,000.

296 NELSON ST - MT. JACKSON 
This cute 2 BR, 2 BA Rancher is situat-
ed on a LARGE corner lot. Add’l room
in walk-up attic, new carpet in LR,&
workshop w/elec. Relax on the deck
under the pull out awning. Drastically
reduced to $125,000.

244 ORCHARD
ST - FRONT
ROYAL 
This 2 BR,
1.5 BA
Townhouse
recently
painted offers 
hardwood
flooring in
LR, ceiling
fans, ceramic
tile floor in
BA, new hot

water tank & more. $99,900.
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Woodstock Equipment Co.
22192 Old Valley Pike, Woodstock, VA 22664 • [540] 459-3233
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Adopting an eco-friendly lifestyle is something many people do selflessly in 
an effort to protect the environment and ensure that the generations to 
come have a healthy planet at their disposal. But that same lifestyle can also 

pay instant dividends, helping homeowners save money and creating a healthier 
atmosphere in which to live.

As spring cleaning season gets set to hit full swing, what better time to do some 
“spring greening”? Homeowners can make the most of spring cleaning by 
making several manageable changes around the house that can protect the 
environment without disrupting one’s current lifestyle.

• clean green.
• paint with the planet in mind. 
• fix those drafts. 
• alternative landscaping.
• go low-flow. 
• shop for sustainable materials. 
• double it up. 
• unplug the appliances. 

 Instead of using harmful chemical 
cleaners when cleaning around the 
house this spring, choose green clean-
ing supplies that don’t release harmful 
chemicals or toxins into the air.

Spring is a popular time to repaint 
rooms in the house. Homeowners with 
painting on their to-do list this spring 
cleaning season should choose no- 
or low-VOC (volatile organic 
compound) paints.

Chances are, 
after a long 
winter 
homeown-
ers are 
well aware 
of which 
rooms were 
warm and 
which 
might 
have 
had 
drafts. 
Visit 
those 
colder 
rooms and plug 
any air leaks around the 
house. This will result in a 
lower heating bill next win-
ter and could save substantial 
amounts of energy. For homeowners 
with attics, checking the attic for air 
infiltration should be done each and 
every year.

Xeriscaping, a style of landscape 
design that requires little or no irriga-
tion, can save significant amounts of 
water. However, homeowners should 
consult a landscaping professional to 
determine if xeriscaping is a viable 
alternative to more traditional land-
scaping in their region. If xeriscaping 
can be done, then homeowners will 
save water while also reducing the use 
of potentially harmful pesticides and 
chemicals commonly used to keep 
lawns looking lush.

Spring cleaning isn’t just for clearing 

out the winter clutter. It’s also a time 
when many homeowners fix up the 
house. If replacing showerheads, fau-
cets or even toilets is on the to-do list, 
replace existing fixtures with low-flow 
models to save water and money.

Sustainable flooring is growing in pop-
ularity now that going green has truly 

taken off. Search for wood 
that has been harvested in 

an environmentally 
friendly ways. 
Sustainable flooring 

materials 
include 

bam-
boo 
and 
cork, 
which 

many 
home-

owners 
find as 
aestheti-
cally 
appeal-

ing as it 
is eco-

friendly.

Single-pane windows not 
only allow lots of external 

noise into the house, but they 
also contribute to heat loss in the win-
ter, forcing residents to turn up the 
thermostat and waste more energy as 
a result. Installing double-pane win-
dows will keep more external noise at 
bay, and allow homeowners to mini-
mize heat loss in the winter.

Perhaps nothing around the house 
silently uses energy as much as a 
plugged-in appliance that’s not being 
used. Certain estimates suggest as 
much as 40 percent of a monthly utility 
bill is going toward  powering home 
appliances that are turned off. While 
every home is different, it’s a safe bet 
that most homes can save energy by 
simply unplugging appliances that 
aren’t in use.

spring greening
Manageable Means to
Going Green Around the House
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   things to consider
Before Buying 
a 3D Television

With 3D programming on 
the rise, consumers must 
decide if 3D televisions are 
right for them.

The latest craze 
in technology 
appears to be 

3D televisions. 
Whereas 3D was 
once a novelty at the 
movies once or 
twice a year, 
nowadays 3D 
technology is rapidly 
becoming the norm 
at home and in the 
theater.
Select television 
networks have 
begun to broadcast 
in 3D, and 
consumers appear 
ready to embrace 
the next wave of 
television 
technology. But is 
3D technology worth 
it for the average 
consumer? It helps 
to consider a few 
things before 
deciding if 3D should 
come to your living 
room any time soon.

Serving the Shenandoah
Valley for over 30 years

Summer’s coming...
Is your air conditioner ready?

Andrews Heating and Air Conditioning
P.O. Box 733, Front Royal, VA 22630

540-636-9377

Call now for a
free estimate on

a new system
We offer great deals on

quality products!

22
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83HOME COMFORT SYSTEMS

“PATRIOT WATCH SYSTEM”
Better than ADT • APX • BRINK

ONLY $48 DOWN
ONLY $38 PER MONTH

“Ownership After Four Years”

SYSTEM FEATURES
• 2 Door Transmitters
• Control Panel with

2 Key FOBs
• One Video

Motion Detector
• No Phone Line Needed

R.A.C. Security Systems, Inc.
315 W. 14th St., Front Royal

(540) 635-8231

22
87

42

“If you find a better deal… I will forgive the $48 Down!”
Hablamos Español Pedir Para Roman

See  3D TV,  page 8
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29

31

COMMERCIAL
& 

RESIDENTIAL
Office: 540-869-2004

Fax: 540-869-3367
PO Box 789

Stephens City, VA 22655

office@prosperitylandscaping.com
www.prosperitylandscaping.com
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Gamers might find 3D television 
worth it regardless of the cost. 3D 
gaming brings gamers seemingly 
right into the game, offering gamers 
entry into the virtual reality they’ve 
been yearning for as games have 
grown more and more advanced. The 
3D format figures to be integrated 
into gaming systems sooner rather 
than later, with some systems already 
promising the format is just around 
the corner.While 3D enthusiasts love to hear 

that 3D programming is on the rise, 
the current slate of 3D programming 
is not nearly as extensive as it is for 
more traditional programming. This 
might only be a minor consideration, 
however, as 3D programming figures 
to grow in the years to come. Sports 
fans should also know that ESPN 
currently broadcasts in 3D, which is 
enough for many sports fans to dive 
right in.

Programming
Many are aware of the sticker price 
of 3D televisions, which is still 
considerably high because of the 
relative infancy of the technology. 
However, it’s the cost of the 
accessories that might be of greater 
concern. Much like in a movie 
theater, home 3D viewers will need 
3D glasses to watch their television 
sets. While many manufacturers 
promise two sets of glasses with the 
purchase of a 3D television, others 
still only provide one pair. But 
consumers who enjoy hosting 
viewing parties or having friends over 
for the big game will need to ensure 
there are enough sets of glasses so 
their guests can enjoy the show as 
well. With glasses going for more 
than $100 a pair, that can make a 3D 
television a considerable expense, 
one that extends beyond the initial 
sticker price.

Cost Gaming

Not all viewers can enjoy 3D 
technology. For example, viewers 
with astigmatism have found depth 
perception difficult with 3D 
televisions. Eye strain might also 
prove problematic, particularly for 
those people who must wear glasses 
when watching television. For that 
group, it can be difficult or 
bothersome to watch 3D 
programming with eyeglasses and 
the necessary 3D glasses. 

Viewing Problems

3D TV,  from page  7
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The 0l’ Soft Shoe Dance Workshop

OPEN HOUSE is Saturday, August 20, 2011 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

We Offer:

214 E. Jackson Street
Front Royal

(The Middle of Main Bldg)

Registration opens in June for the September 2011 - 2012 Dance Season

You are invited
to dance with us!

Ballet, Irish Step Soft Shoe and Hard Shoe, Hip Hop and
Modern/Lyrical

Classes are offered for ages 4 to adult
We also offer Creative Movement Classes for 3 and 4 year olds.

Check out our website www.olsoftshoedance.bizland.com for details
on our Summer Camps and the New Dance Class Schedule

Dance Classes begin on Tuesday, September 6, 2011.

To register for the September 2011 Dance Season: 
Email: olsoftshoe@aol.com or phone: 540.636.7051

13 Different

Camps

Starting

June 27 to

August 19

(Designed

for ages 

7 to 15

years old)

Weekly half-day camps held at Lord Fairfax Community College campus. Limited 

number of scholarships are available. Register early! Classes fill quickly.

Full camp details at www.LFCCworkforce.com 

or call 540-868-7021.
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More and more people are taking 
cooking and baking into their 
own hands and equipping their 

kitchens with the necessities for 
churning out quality meals.

Possibly spurred on by the growing 
number of DIY cooking shows on 
television, individuals are 
experimenting with lavish cakes, 
cookies and other culinary treats. 
They want their kitchens to offer the 
amenities that will enable them to 
whip up delicious food items.

A lot of the prep work that goes into 
cooking and baking takes place on 
countertops in the kitchen. There are 
many durable counter surfaces, but 
not all of them are suitable for 
preparing foods.

Marble counters are one of the 
coveted surfaces for prepping foods 
and many baked goods. Although 
marble is also very attractive in the 
kitchen, it has many properties that 
make it conducive to the kitchen 
environment.

Marble is one of the most durable 
stones available. The price of marble 
clearly illustrates its enduring nature. 
Ancient civilizations turned to marble 
to make buildings and statues 
because of its durability. Most of 
these structures are still in good 
condition today.

Countertops of marble are heat-
resistant and will not burn or catch 
fire. But it’s best to place a hot plate 
between the marble and the pan or 
pot to protect the finish that may be 
on the countertop. 

Due to the strength of marble, 
countertops made from this material 
are also highly resistant to scratches, 
cracks, and breakage. However, the 
sealant on the marble could become 
scratched or damaged and require 
stripping. Talk with a countertop 
installer about the use of the marble 
in the kitchen to determine the best 
ways to protect the stone.

Marble is often cool to the touch, 
making it an ideal surface to roll out 
pastry doughs and sugar pastes for 
baking. Many fine chefs also rely on a 
marble rolling pin to avoid sticking of 
doughs due to heating.

Because marble can be porous, it’s 
suggested to seal it properly so it 
won’t discolor or harbor bacteria.

Cooking Surface   
     for the

Avid
Foodie

Marble is often prized 
for its appearance 

and durability.
222940e
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Class A Lic. – VA #2701006389A  WV #000554

Expires 5/31/11          

20% OFF *

(minimum 75 ft.) 
*Not Valid with any other offers.       *Good at first presentation only.

Division of Gregory’s Inc.
540-869-3500

21
46

55

Free
Estimates

AMERICA’S #1 CHOICE IN GUTTER PROTECTION FOR OVER 30 YEARS!
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New Curb Appeal 
products for 2011

Ready to spruce up your home’s 
exterior this year? Several 
recently introduced products are 

designed to add curb appeal to your 
house while making maintenance 
hassles disappear.

Start by looking at the top of your 
home. If your roof appears old and 
dingy, or if it’s leaking or wearing 
thin, then it’s time to research 
options for a roof replacement. Start 
by considering synthetic slate or 
shake tiles.  DaVinci Roofscapes 
(www.davinciroofscapes.com) offers 
49 roof colors along with 28 standard 
color blends. Recently-hired national 
color expert Kate Smith is available 
to assist homeowners in deciding 
what color roof to install on homes.

“Selecting roofing colors that com-
plement the rest of the home’s 
exterior can be challenging for some 
people,” says Smith, CMG and 
owner of Sensational Color. “That’s 
why we’ve developed an online color 
design program to offer support, tips 
and one-on-one color counseling to 
help homeowners maximize their 
roofing investment by selecting a 
color they can live with for many 
years.

“Homeowners shouldn’t be afraid of 
color. Contrasting colors, comple-
mentary colors and color accents on 
a home, when done right, can all add 
tremendously to the curb appeal of a 
house.”

Once you’ve selected a roofing color 
— whether it’s a Harbor Gray blend 
or solid dark clay — it’s time to move 
down the exterior of the home to the 
windows. Vinyl replacement windows 
complement a home’s external col-
ors.

Available in Brick, Chocolate, 
Bronze, Cream, Driftwood, Pine, and 
Tan, The Decorum collection by 
Simonton Windows (www.simonton.
com) can be married with impressive 
glass packages to create energy-effi-
cient units. And, there are interior 
frame options of authentic Antique 
Cherry, Maple and Contemporary 
woodgrains. Color-matched sculp-
tured grids and hardware complete 
the new window offering. Just imag-
ine a brick red low-maintenance vinyl 
window frame set against the pure 
white clapboard siding on a Federal-
style home in New England. With this 
picture in mind, you can immediately 
understand the growing trend of 

selecting colorful window exteriors to 
enhance the home. 

That imaginary home wouldn’t be the 
same without a red front door with 
crisp white trim pieces surrounding it 
to create a stunning entryway. 
Therma-Tru (www.thermatru.com) 
and Fypon (www.fypon.com) have 
teamed up to create entryway solu-
tions for every homeowner. The 
Classic Craft Canvas Collection entry 
door series means homeowners can 
select an energy-efficient front door, 
paint it red and gain the low-mainte-
nance benefits of fiberglass. The 
smooth, paintable surface of the 
door, which features wide center 
panels and rich embossment details 
that rival high-end custom wood 
doors, provides security and durabili-
ty in the home.

Try flanking the door with a set of 
easy-to-install decorative urethane 
pilasters. Next top off the door with a 
crosshead and pediment, and you 
have an eye-catching entryway. 
Resistant to moisture, insects, rot 
and humidity, both the urethane trim 
and entry door are the ideal low-
maintenance solution to adding curb 
appeal to the home.

This stunning home exterior was created 
with low-maintenance products that add 

curb appeal to the home.

BEST EXTERMINATING SERVICES, INC.
is now offering LAWN MAINTENANCE SERVICE

4. Early Fall Turf Builder
5. Late Fall Turf Builder
A typical 4,000 square foot lawn costs $16000

per season. When added to Household Pest
Control Service, a 10% DISCOUNT applies.

5 STEP PROGRAM
1. Early Spring Fertilization & Weed Control
2. Late Spring Fertilization & Weed Control
3. Summer Fertilizing

ADDITIONAL SERVICES AVAILABLE
Maintenance Program Not Required

•Spring Seeding
•Fall Seeding
•Lime Treatments

•Aeration
•Lawn Pest Control

Call for a Free Estimate

Licensed & Insured
Locally Owned &

Operated 
Since 1976

(540) 459-3194
(800) 296-8930
(540) 678-9553
(540) 635-8930

228732

Visit www.bestexterminating.com

ARE YOU
PREPARED?

THEY’RE BACK!
Scratch-n-Sniff

WE CAN HELP! GARDEN CENTER
815 Warren Avenue, Front Royal

540-635-8765

Springtime
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The Valley’s Smallest Big Garden Center
Truckloads of Spring Stock Arriving Weekly

BEDDING PLANTS ARE IN!

8 Varieties of Dogwoods • 7 Varieties of Red Buds

Plant a “Victory Garden”
all vegetable plants are in.

Full line of Scott’s
Miracle Gro 

Soil Products
Always at every day low prices

Over 150 Japanese Maples
12 Varieties • Prices from $49.95 

JUST ARRIVED FROM OREGON

Bagged 
& Bulk Mulch 

Pick up &
Delivery

We’ve been in the same location for over 30 YEARS! We encourage
our customers to shop and compare quality and prices, including

the big home centers... you will  be pleasantly surprised.

815 WARREN AVENUE • FRONT ROYAL, VA • 540-635-8765

SPRING HOURS: M-F 8-7, SAT 8-5 • NEW SUNDAY HOURS 12:30-5:00

Shade & Flowering Trees
6’ Tall to 2.5 caliber • Starting at $24.95 

Bagged & Bulk Mulch Pick Up & Delivery
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Come in and register for free one of three retail shopping packages for$2500.00   $1500.00  $500.00Expiration Date Saturday, April 30, 2011 

20% OFF ALL
ZOOM & Berkley

Plastics

Miller’s Hardware
208 Centre Dr., Stephens City, VA

540-869-5700

Win Up TO $2500.00

HUNTING FISHING

PMC Pistol Ammo
380 50 rds. ……………
38 50 rds. ……………… $15.99
40 50 rds. ……………… $16.99
45 50 rds. ……………… $19.99

$1599

Remington
22 LR HP
100 pk. ................

Shimano
IX Spinning......

$999

Daiwa Sweepfire
Spinning Reel.......

$999

Berkley Trout Bait....
$299

Joe’s Flies.................
$199

Trout
Magnet.....................

$139

Plano 3
Tray.............

$1399

$12.99
Eagle Claw Spinning Combo

Shakespeare
Ugly Sticks
Spinning &
Casting
$24.99

Zebco 33
Combo
$15.99

$4.99
Gary Yamamoto 5 Senko

Gold Tip Arrow
$59.99 dz

Invasion
$899.99

Assassin
$599.99

$115.99 dz
Maxima Carbon Express

$499

Back 
Pack .....
FREE
with $600 Bow Purchase

$8999

FULL SERVICE ARCHERY PROSHOP RUN BY CURTIS ASHCRAFT

Rage Slip
Cam Broad Head ...$3499

Powered by
Kawasaki

M-F 8-7 • SAT 8-6 
• SUN 9-5
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Starting
at

$2999.00
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Spring has sprung for most areas of the country and the average 
homeowner’s “honey-do” list likely has its share of outdoor landscaping 
tasks that need to be tackled. The right tools can make easier work of 

outdoor chores.

A report from the Associated Landscape Contractors of America titled 
“Economic Benefits of Landscape” states that landscaping can add as much 
as 14 percent to the resale value of a building and speed its sale by as much 
as 6 weeks. Homeowners looking to sell their home or just improve its market 
value will want to consider landscaping a viable investment. A March 2003 
article in Smart Money noted that homeowners can expect to earn back 150 
percent or more of their landscape investment through the value it brings to a 
property.

Whatever the landscaping project, the right tools will make any task that 
much easier. There are certain items every homeowner should have in his or 
her gardening arsenal.

• Various garden hoes:   Hoes can be 
used for breaking up soil, weeding, 
cultivating, aerating, and many 
other purposes.

• Spading fork:   Another tool that 
loosens soil with straight tines that 
dig through dense soil.

• Soil cultivator: A multi-pronged tool 
that breaks up clods of soil and 
grass to provide easier planting.

• Gloves:   Avoid blisters and insect 
bites with durable gloves that 
protect the hands.

Must-Have Tools
for the Outdoor Handyman (or Woman)
Landscaping can add value to a home. The right tools make most jobs easier.

• Lawn mower:   To maintain a healthy 
lawn it will have to be trimmed to the 
correct height. A manual or powered 
lawn mower is the essential 
landscaper’s tool.

• Collection bags/bins: 
To properly dispose of 
organic matter like leaves 
and branches, it pays to 
have recyclable or 
reusable bags on hand 
for transporting waste.

21
09
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Relax on your NEW DECK this season!
Composites – Wood – Vinyl

(540) 636-4825

DAN’S DECKS
THE PROFESSIONAL DECK BUILDER
Free Estimates ~ Uncompromising Quality Since 1990

FG110K1AT
• Powerful Honda Mini 4-Stroke Engine
• Highly Fuel Efficient and Uses Regular Gas - No Mixing!
• Patented Honda Hybrid Times for Outstanding Tiling and

Cultivating Performance
• Two Position Wheel Kit (Included), Provides Easy Transport

$38900

SRS INC.
1021 Lakeview Dr., Woodstock, VA • 540-459-4826

Please read the owner’s manual before operating
your Honda Power Equipment ©2010 American Honda Motor Co., Inc. 22

14
65

Honda. Built to Last.
See  MUST HAVE,  page 14
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• Wheelbarrow:   
Transporting gravel, 
rocks, mulch, 
shrubbery, and many 
other garden 
essentials is made 
easier with the help 
of a wheelbarrow or 
a garden cart.

• Branch pruner:  A 
durable branch 
trimmer/pruner 
can cut through 
thick or thin 
branches and 
keep landscape 
items tidy. Pruning 
also helps 
promote growth of 
many flowers and 
shrubs.

• Various garden hoes:   A 
multipurpose shovel can dig 
through dirt, gravel and the like. 

• Rake:    A steel-pronged rake will 
till soil and spread out mulch and 
other organic matter in planting 
beds. A flexible rake is good for 
collecting leaves and thatch.

• Edger: Available as manual or gas 
powered, an edger gives planting 
beds and the edges of lawns a 
clean look.

• String trimmer: Weeds can easily 
be trimmed with a string trimmer 
that can work around bushes 
and other hard-to-reach areas.

• Hoses: Drip irrigation hoses can 
deliver water right to plants’ 
roots where they need it most. A 
regular nozzle-powered hose can 
be used for cleaning and misting 
plants and surrounding 
hardscapes.

• Compost bin: “Black gold” is the 
ideal landscaping supplement. 
By creating compost from 
discarded food, a homeowner 
can generate the prime fertilizer 
needed to keep plants healthy.

• Overhead pruner: Errant branches in 
hard-to-reach areas can be 
trimmed with an overhead pruner 
with an extendable arm.

MUST HAVE,  from page  13

COUPON

10% Off
Top Soil, Mulch, &
Landscape Stone

Offer good thru 5/31/11
Must Present Coupon to Receive Discount.

21
46
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Building Sand, Blasting Sand and Polymeric Sand 
6 Types of Mulch 

12 different Landscape Stones
Bulk Compost • Brick Chips • Screened Topsoil

Railroad Ties #1’s… $1400

Pick-up or We Deliver
Serving the Valley for 45 Years

1305 Martinsburg Pike
Winchester, VA

(540) 667-1660
Hours:

Mon.-Fri. 7:30am-5pm,
Sat. 8am-12 noon

www.shenandoahsand.com

Full Service
Garden Center
and Herb Farm

Our Vegetable and Herb Plants are ready.
Visit our tea room & gardeners’ gift shop!!

We’re close. Just 2.4 miles from Hwy 522 on
Reliance Road. And just 4 miles from I81 on
Reliance Road.

Call 540-869-8482 for directions or
see our website www.sunflowercottage.net.

2
2

2
9

4
6

Home of The 
VIRGINIA HERB FESTIVAL

JUNE 11 & 12, 2011• 9am-6pm
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Building product manufacturers have come a long 
way over the past several decades when it comes 
to the creation of products for the home. Decades 

ago wood roofing shingles or wood millwork had a 
relatively short lifespan due to environmental conditions 
the products faced. In today’s marketplace, 
homeowners can easily locate building products that 
have lifetime warranties and are constructed to 
withstand almost anything Mother Nature throws at 
them.

Says Mark Clement, contractor and host of  radio show. 
“In particular, products like DaVinci Roofscapes slate and 
shake roofing tiles are made of polymer and have a 
50-year warranty. And, fiberglass doors, urethane 
millwork and vinyl windows are all great examples of 
products constructed for low-maintenance ease 
combined with very impressive product warranties — 
plus they look great!”

 If you’re constructing a new home, start by paying 
special attention to the basement. By requesting precast 
wall panels you can add valuable living space to your 

Built Stronger
  to last longer

22
14
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pntbtr@shentel.net

NORTH FORK BUILDING
SERVICES, LLC
PO Box 63
Strasburg, VA 22657

Days: 540-271-4593
Eves: 540-465-4142

Your local Screened and Approved ServiceMagic.com home
improvement contractor • Remodeling, Renovation, Repairs

22
90

29

www.northforkbuilding.com
Call for your free estimate 540-271-4593

Durable vinyl 
windows and 

polymer roofing 
tiles help 

create a low-
maintenance 
exterior for 
this home. 

See  STRONGER,  page 31
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By Josette Keelor
Daily staff 
jkeelor@nvdaily.com

MIDDLETOWN, VA

Last spring, the horticulture 
committee of the Shenandoah Herb 
Society started an herb teaching 

garden at Sunflower Cottage, on 
Reliance Road in Middletown, in hopes 
of teaching others about herbs.
Now that the garden is flourishing, 
committee members hope to offer 
monthly herb walks, said the 
committee’s chairwoman, Phoebe 
Reeve of Winchester.
On a recent spring morning, she and 
two other members were preparing the 
garden for the season, weeding and 
beginning to harvest early herbs.

“We educated each other about the 
actual horticultural aspect of it” when 
first planning out the garden, Reeve said 
of the five-member committee. Other 

members of the herb society also help 
keep the garden going through the 
growing season, she said.
Though they have not set up a schedule 
yet for garden walks, their upcoming 
schedule is pretty packed, with the 
Virginia Herb Festival just around the 
corner on the second weekend of June.

“We are a chapter of the Herb Society of 
America, which is a national 
organization,” said Billie Clifton, 
founding president of the horticulture 
committee and owner of Sunflower 
Cottage, where the herb society meets.

“There are five chapters in Virginia, and 
we are the Shenandoah chapter,” she 
said.

“We have all the perks and benefits of 
being in the national group,” she said, 
and though the membership meeting 
has already passed for this year, she 
hopes to encourage others to join.
One local benefit of belonging to the 
Herb Society of America is receiving 

discounts at the Museum of the 
Shenandoah Valley, Blandy 
Experimental Farm at the Virginia State 
Arboretum in Boyce and at Sunflower 
Cottage. Members also receive 
discounts to national catalogs and 
garden stores.

The local chapter meets eight times a 
year, Clifton said — once a month, 
March through June and September 
through December.
Membership is $75 a year and includes 
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Introducing the first in a series of five limited edition
prints and giclées.

The Strangest Race
J.E.B. Stuart, White House, VA,  June 29, 1862

by

Available at: D.K. POTTERY & CRAFTS
A “Mort Kunstler” Dealer
Hand Painted Wood, Crafts &
Glass, Special Orders Accepted

With in
Main Street Book Company

120 A East Main St.
Front Royal, Va 22630

540.631-7223

With in
Helen’s Arts & Antiques

221 East Main St.
Front Royal, Va 22630

540.635-3120
email: 

dottiek@embarqmail.com 5938 Main St., Mt. Jackson, VA 22842 • 540- 477-3885  • Email: cscarpet@shentel.net

C&S Carpet Inc. Sales and Installation
22

90
25Customer Satisfaction - It’s in our name

Call us today and find out why.

1. Quality

2. Environmental
Friendliness

3. Health

4. Versatility

5. Warranty

6. Longevity

7. Value

8. Dedication

9. Selection

10. Peace of Mind 

www.miragefloors.com

Dennis Grundman/Daily
Phoebe Reeve looks over a rosemary bush at the herb garden at Sunflower Cottage 

Delightful Herbs
Local organization enthusiastic about sharing knowledge of these useful plants

See  HERBS,  page 34
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With hardwood flooring so prev-
alent in homes, protecting those 
beautiful wood floors is a major 
priority for homeowners. Caring 
for hardwood floors only takes 
some common sense precau-
tions and minimal maintenance. 
Today’s hardwood floors are 
often produced with durable 
sealants that protect the wood 
underneath or are comprised of 
composite or reclaimed wood 
products. But that doesn’t mean 
precautions should be taken to 
further protect against potential 
damage to the flooring.

• Place area rugs or mats at the 
doorways entering the home. 
This way sand, dirt and other 
debris can be wiped off at the 
entryway and not carried onto 
the wood flooring where it can 
cause abrasions over time.

• Pay careful attention to which 
types of shoes are worn on the 
floors. High heels or cleats can 
damage the wood. Removing 
shoes prior to walking on the 
floor is a safer bet.

• Choose the right type of clean-
er for the floor. Do not assume 

just because a particular cleaner 
is adequate for wood cabinetry 
or furniture that it is also fine for 
wood flooring. Check the label.

• Use area rugs and carpet run-
ners on areas of the floor that 
tend to be high-traffic areas. 
This will prevent these areas 
from being worn down unevenly 
from other areas of the floor.

• Do not allow water or other liq-
uids to stand on the floor for a 
long duration. This can cause 
degradation of the wood and 
staining.

• Use felt or plastic protectors on 
the “feet” of dining room chairs 
or other furniture to prevent 
against scuffing or scratches.

Wood flooring can be an expen-
sive addition to any home, but 
one that is  sought after for its 
aesthetic appeal. To ensure a  
floor remains in good condition 
over the long haul, take action to 
protect hardwood  floors as 
soon as possible.

Protecting
Hardwood Floors
Homeowners can 
take several steps 
to protect their 
investment in 
timeless and 
attractive 
hardwood floors.	

Roughly half of all homes have hardwood flooring, and indus-
try professionals suspect more and more homeowners are 
looking to hardwood flooring for their homes.

When surveyed, 90 percent of real estate agents have said that 
hardwood flooring is a desirable feature in a home. Those 
agents also say property with hardwood flooring sells faster than 
one with carpeting or another flooring option.

90% 
of real estate 

agents have said 
that hardwood flooring is a 

desirable feature

50% 
roughly, of all 

homes have hardwood 
flooring and the number 

is on the rise

22
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Faux painting techniques are an 
economical and innovative way to 
transform any surface and can 
complement any decorating style. Dull 
concrete floors, both indoors and out, 
can be brought dramatically to life with 
a latex paint such as DRYLOK® Latex 
Concrete Floor Paint.

Planning and Preparation
Before choosing a design, look 
carefully at your surface and space. 
Some designs are useful for disguising 
flaws in a floor. For other designs you 
may need to patch and smooth flawed 
surfaces first.
You will also need to think about the 
traffic in the area you are painting. Is it 
worth doing an elaborate, time-
consuming pattern in a high traffic 
area? Large, bold patterns may be out 
of scale for a small room. Equally, small, 
detailed patterns may get lost in large 
spaces.

Inspirations for Faux Painted Floors
Brick and Stone
Brick and stone finishes can add 
texture and/or color and can be 
effective indoors and outdoors.

Tiles and Mosaics
Faux terra-cotta tiles are a versatile 
option for porches, patios and dining 
areas. The earthy appearance creates a 
warm, earthy feel and goes well with 
the rustic Tuscan look and matches 
many decors.

Patterned and Textured Finishes
For a finish that isn’t too busy, you can 
use paint to create subtle visual texture. 
With pattern, your choice is endless. 
Covering an entire surface is one 
option. Alternatively, you could paint a 
faux rug, perhaps with patterns 
inspired by oriental carpets.
The most important thing to remember 
is to follow the proper preparation and 
patching procedures from the product 
label. If you are using a pressure 
washer to clean the surface, do not use 
on a pressure setting above 1750 psi to 
avoid damaging the concrete. 
Remember concrete acts like a sponge. 
Pressure washing and cleaning in 
general may trap residual moisture in 
the concrete. To check for trapped 

moisture, tape a 12” x 12” piece of 3 
mil plastic or aluminum foil tightly on all 
four edges to the surface. Remove it 
after 24 hours. If the floor side of the 
plastic or foil is damp, allow additional 
drying and then repeat the test. It is 
very important not to have trapped 
moisture in the concrete; it is the 
number one reason why epoxy and 
latex concrete floor paints fail. 

Protecting the Pattern
A clear protective coat, such as 
DRYLOK® WetLook Sealer is the 
perfect finish to protect the design from 
scraping of patio furniture, grease, 
weathering and washings. Remember 
to use a product that is made to be a 
clear protective coat, not a penetrating 
sealer. A penetrating sealer is designed 
to enter the pores of the surface and 
settle into the masonry. It will not 
penetrate the floor paint. The clear 
sealer is a protective measure that 
should be repeated every two to four 
years depending on the use and 
exposure of the surface.
Bold or subtle, bright or neutral, faux 
painting techniques can give your floor 
an expensive-looking makeover that 
won’t break the bank.

   home improvement
        TREND THAT
WON’T BREAK THE BANK

Depending on personal taste, hom-
eowners can create a host of faux 

floor finishes and bring their patio 
to life with DRYLOK® Latex 

Concrete Floor Paint.
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The best vacations lift us out of the 
frenzy of our lives, whisking us off 
to faraway places that relax and 

rejuvenate us.

Yet a great vacation can also be a 
great financial strain as well — and 
really, how relaxing is that? Especially 
since once the trip is over, there’s 
typically little to show for all the 
expense beyond a few snapshots you 
can post on Facebook.

So how do you meet the pressing 
need for a stress-reducing change of 
scenery without wiping out your 
savings in the process? The solution 
may actually be simpler, and closer, 
than you think: Open your own back 
door, and begin imagining the leisure 
possibilities right beyond your 
doorstep!

Instead of throwing a bunch of money 
at a short-term getaway, consider 
investing a portion of it into 
transforming your back yard into a 
personal relaxation oasis.

Don’t be put off by how big a task that 
sounds. Start out simple, making 
additional changes as finances allow, 
and inspiration strikes.

To begin with, your yard may need 
some degree of facelift. Hire a quality 
professional landscaper who can 
design around native plant species, for 
maximum benefit and minimal upkeep.

Yet landscaping is really only setting 
the stage — you still need some kind 
of show-stopper to complete your 
yard’s transformation.

Pools and decks are whopping 
financial commitments. There is, 
however, a less bank-breaking path to 
backyard-relaxation bliss: Invest in the 
very symbol of relaxation itself. Invest 
in a hammock and hammock stand.

“Repeat customers are always telling 
me the best mini-vacation they’ve ever 

bought has been a hammock and a 
hammock stand,” says J.R. Pelletier, 
manager of TheHammockCompany.
com, an international leader in 
hammock sales. “A good hammock 
can feel as if you’ve just caught a 
flight straight out of your stressful daily 
life.”

Plus, a quality fabric hammock can 
make your yard look as pretty as a 
vacation postcard as well. Recent 
advances in all-weather synthetic 
textiles have vastly expanded design 
and color options for fabric 
hammocks.

“It used to be fabric hammocks were 
just drab,” notes Walter R. Perkins III, 
CEO of The HammockSource, the 
world’s largest manufacturer and seller 
of hammocks. “Owning one meant 
watching what little color it had fade 
like a flower by summer’s end. But 
today, a quality fabric hammock can 
be a show-stopper for your yard, for 
many seasons to come.”

Add an arc-style cypress or faux-
wicker hammock stand, and your 
outdoor living space becomes not 
only a gorgeous relaxation destination, 
but also one that requires no checked-
baggage fees or full-body scans to 
get to!

Your favorite patch of yard is finally the 
primo spot for unwinding, a personal 
relaxation space for letting your mind 
wander to all those distant getaway 
places you might one day like to go. 
But for now, you’re pretty content right 
where you are, aren’t you?

Turn your yard into its own 
vacation destination with the 

addition of a quality fabric 
hammock and hammock stand.

 from bland backyard to 
Beautiful 
Vacation 
Destination

FORT VALLEY NURSERY
Apr il hours

N ursery:
M on-F ri 8-6
Sa t 8-5, Sun 12-4
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CLOSER IS BETTER.
Remember when you shop at home the dollars you
spend are reinvested in our community. That's the
best reason of all to shop locally.

CLOSER IS BETTER.
Remember when you shop at home the dollars you
spend are reinvested in our community. That's the
best reason of all to shop locally.

Get a better idea of our market and what we have to offer
at www.woodbinefarmmarket.com

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

The freshest produce at a reasonable price. 
Here are just a few things we carry throughout the year:

Fresh Baked Goods • Meat • Produce • Wine
Jams & Sauces • Gift Items • Flowering Plants • Bedding Plants

WOODBINE FARM MARKET
5199 John Marshall Hwy, Strasburg, VA • (540) 465-2729

FRESH
from the
GROUND UP!

Gift certificates
available

A Virginia Century Farm
Featuring PYO berries 

Value added products including Jams, Ice Cream and Pies
NEW THIS YEAR: Smoked Kielbasa & Ring Bologna 

made with locally raised animals
Check our new web page for more details

www.swovercreekfarms.com

GABALOT GARDENS
A.K.A Cedar Hill Gardens • 373 Green Acre Dr., Strasburg, VA • 540-465-3246

GROW YOUR OWN FRESH, HEALTHY PRODUCE!

•Organic Strawberries, Blackberries 
and Red Raspberries

•Jams, Jellies and Syrups made from the berries
•Asparagus, Rhubarb, Beans, Tomato, Sweet

Potato & Cucumber
•Ostrich Soaps and Lotion Bars

Lutz FarmLutz Farm 14144 Senedo Rd
Mt. Jackson, VA
540-477-3574

Huge selection of heirloom tomatoes, peppers, squash cucumbers, 
cold crops & herbs. Open-pollinated seeds & sets 

ALSO: Fruit trees, strawberries, blueberries, brambles, asparagus, sweet potatoes and more! 
Lots of annual & perennial flowers for your beds & containers. 
We have angel trumpets, pond plants and interesting tropicals!

Hours: 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. • Closed Thursdays
rheishma@shentel.net • www.gabalotgardens.com 

SPRING IS HERE!

Easy to find on Rt. 42, 1/4 mile
west of I-81, exit 283
24247 Senedo Road, 
Woodstock, VA 22664
540/459-8645
www.MoweryOrchard.com

HOURS: SUNDAY – WEDNESDAY 9-5, THURSDAY – SATURDAY 9-6

•Lettuce, Cabbage, Broccoli, 
Cauliflower Plants

•Nice Selection of Herbs
•31 Varieties of Tomato Plants
•Seed potatoes and onion sets
•Wetzel Vegetable Seeds

NEW THIS YEAR – PERENNIALS!

New items arriving weekly, 
as the weather warms.

Our Beehive Hanging Baskets are gorgeous
and make great Mother’s Day gifts! Put some
color around your house with our great selec-
tion of hanging baskets and viola bags.  

FRESH PRODUCE:  
Tomatoes, Potatoes, Cucumbers, Squash,

Zucchini, Onions, Radishes, Turnips, 
Spring Onions, Green Beans, Asparagus 

and Strawberries.

Starting May 28, 2011 — Saturdays ~ 8 a.m. to noon
MOVING TO THE SHENANDOAH COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS

Woodstock Farmers’ Market

PRODUCTS INCLUDE:
• Vegetables & Herbs
• Plants & Flowers

• Meat & Eggs    
• Honey
• Wine

• Jams & Jellies
• Baked Goods
• Homemade Soups

• Salsas & Sauces
• Handmade items
• Berries

All of our products are grown and processed in Shenandoah County
SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL FARMERS!

Fine Meat Products Since 1962
Located in the Heart of the Shenandoah Valley
3149 Riverview Dr. • Toms Brook, VA 22660

540-436-3884
Visit our website at: www.crabills.com

Let us help you with your next BBQ! We have
FRESH STEAKS • CHOPS • HAMBURGER • HAM 

AND MUCH MORE!
We also sell BEEF & PORK by the QUARTER or HALF!

Come try out our delicious 
RIVERVIEW CLOTH BOLOGNA from our full service deli.

Crabill’s Barbeques are held the 
4th Saturday of each month through October!

540-459-4100  Woodstock Shopping Center

Our local products include:

PIMENTO & GOAT CHEESE • ALL NATURAL GRANOLA 

• FREE-RANGE EGGS • FRUIT PIES & HONEY 

• ROUTE 11 POTATO CHIPS

212 N. Main Street • Edinburg, VA 22824
540.984.3384 • fran@franromeo.com

www.FransFabFinds.com

Come shop with us to see just how unique we are!

Baby Gifts ~ Bridal ~ Shabby Chic 
Home Décor ~ Survivor Gifts
Antiques ~ Chocolate Truffles 

~ So Much More!

Bring this ad for

10% OFF
Bring this ad for

10% OFF
FREE JEWELRY DESIGNING CLASSES 

Every Wednesday evening and Thursday Mornings 
& FREE Wire Jewelry classes Saturday mornings. (Materials Not Included.)

9427 S. Congress Street • New Market, VA 22844 • 540-740-2920

U. S. Inspected and Passed by the Department of Agriculture

Raised and Grain Fed 
From Your Local Farmer

American Black Angus

Quality Purebred Beef

Steak, Roast, Hamburger - 
Buy it by the package 

or you can buy a 
half or quarter beef
Call 540-833-6204 
or 540-325-7352

Terry J. and Barbara A. Inboden  
4803 Snapps Creek Road
Harrisonburg, VA 22802

• BEDDING PLANTS
• VEGETABLE GARDEN SEEDS
• SOILS
• GARDENING SUPPLIES
• ORGANIC SPRAYS & FERTILIZERS

5385 NORTH MAIN ST • MOUNT JACKSON, VA 22842 • 540-477-3157

HANDCRAFTED JEWELRY, GIFTS & BEADING SUPPLIES
FOR ALL YOUR BEADING NEEDS
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CLOSER IS BETTER.
Remember when you shop at home the dollars you
spend are reinvested in our community. That's the
best reason of all to shop locally.
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WOODBINE FARM MARKET
5199 John Marshall Hwy, Strasburg, VA • (540) 465-2729
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Gift certificates
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A Virginia Century Farm
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Value added products including Jams, Ice Cream and Pies
NEW THIS YEAR: Smoked Kielbasa & Ring Bologna 

made with locally raised animals
Check our new web page for more details

www.swovercreekfarms.com

GABALOT GARDENS
A.K.A Cedar Hill Gardens • 373 Green Acre Dr., Strasburg, VA • 540-465-3246

GROW YOUR OWN FRESH, HEALTHY PRODUCE!

•Organic Strawberries, Blackberries 
and Red Raspberries

•Jams, Jellies and Syrups made from the berries
•Asparagus, Rhubarb, Beans, Tomato, Sweet

Potato & Cucumber
•Ostrich Soaps and Lotion Bars

Lutz FarmLutz Farm 14144 Senedo Rd
Mt. Jackson, VA
540-477-3574

Huge selection of heirloom tomatoes, peppers, squash cucumbers, 
cold crops & herbs. Open-pollinated seeds & sets 

ALSO: Fruit trees, strawberries, blueberries, brambles, asparagus, sweet potatoes and more! 
Lots of annual & perennial flowers for your beds & containers. 
We have angel trumpets, pond plants and interesting tropicals!

Hours: 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. • Closed Thursdays
rheishma@shentel.net • www.gabalotgardens.com 

SPRING IS HERE!

Easy to find on Rt. 42, 1/4 mile
west of I-81, exit 283
24247 Senedo Road, 
Woodstock, VA 22664
540/459-8645
www.MoweryOrchard.com

HOURS: SUNDAY – WEDNESDAY 9-5, THURSDAY – SATURDAY 9-6

•Lettuce, Cabbage, Broccoli, 
Cauliflower Plants

•Nice Selection of Herbs
•31 Varieties of Tomato Plants
•Seed potatoes and onion sets
•Wetzel Vegetable Seeds

NEW THIS YEAR – PERENNIALS!

New items arriving weekly, 
as the weather warms.

Our Beehive Hanging Baskets are gorgeous
and make great Mother’s Day gifts! Put some
color around your house with our great selec-
tion of hanging baskets and viola bags.  

FRESH PRODUCE:  
Tomatoes, Potatoes, Cucumbers, Squash,

Zucchini, Onions, Radishes, Turnips, 
Spring Onions, Green Beans, Asparagus 

and Strawberries.

Starting May 28, 2011 — Saturdays ~ 8 a.m. to noon
MOVING TO THE SHENANDOAH COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS

Woodstock Farmers’ Market

PRODUCTS INCLUDE:
• Vegetables & Herbs
• Plants & Flowers

• Meat & Eggs    
• Honey
• Wine

• Jams & Jellies
• Baked Goods
• Homemade Soups

• Salsas & Sauces
• Handmade items
• Berries

All of our products are grown and processed in Shenandoah County
SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL FARMERS!

Fine Meat Products Since 1962
Located in the Heart of the Shenandoah Valley
3149 Riverview Dr. • Toms Brook, VA 22660

540-436-3884
Visit our website at: www.crabills.com

Let us help you with your next BBQ! We have
FRESH STEAKS • CHOPS • HAMBURGER • HAM 

AND MUCH MORE!
We also sell BEEF & PORK by the QUARTER or HALF!

Come try out our delicious 
RIVERVIEW CLOTH BOLOGNA from our full service deli.

Crabill’s Barbeques are held the 
4th Saturday of each month through October!

540-459-4100  Woodstock Shopping Center

Our local products include:

PIMENTO & GOAT CHEESE • ALL NATURAL GRANOLA 

• FREE-RANGE EGGS • FRUIT PIES & HONEY 

• ROUTE 11 POTATO CHIPS

212 N. Main Street • Edinburg, VA 22824
540.984.3384 • fran@franromeo.com

www.FransFabFinds.com

Come shop with us to see just how unique we are!

Baby Gifts ~ Bridal ~ Shabby Chic 
Home Décor ~ Survivor Gifts
Antiques ~ Chocolate Truffles 

~ So Much More!

Bring this ad for

10% OFF
Bring this ad for

10% OFF
FREE JEWELRY DESIGNING CLASSES 

Every Wednesday evening and Thursday Mornings 
& FREE Wire Jewelry classes Saturday mornings. (Materials Not Included.)

9427 S. Congress Street • New Market, VA 22844 • 540-740-2920

U. S. Inspected and Passed by the Department of Agriculture

Raised and Grain Fed 
From Your Local Farmer

American Black Angus

Quality Purebred Beef

Steak, Roast, Hamburger - 
Buy it by the package 

or you can buy a 
half or quarter beef
Call 540-833-6204 
or 540-325-7352

Terry J. and Barbara A. Inboden  
4803 Snapps Creek Road
Harrisonburg, VA 22802

• BEDDING PLANTS
• VEGETABLE GARDEN SEEDS
• SOILS
• GARDENING SUPPLIES
• ORGANIC SPRAYS & FERTILIZERS

5385 NORTH MAIN ST • MOUNT JACKSON, VA 22842 • 540-477-3157

HANDCRAFTED JEWELRY, GIFTS & BEADING SUPPLIES
FOR ALL YOUR BEADING NEEDS
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By Elizabeth Smoot
Daily Staff 
esmoot@nvdaily.com

There are few things that unite crop 
producers, horticulturalists, business 
owners and homeowners like the 
Halyomorpha halys.
The brown marmorated stink bug is an 
equal opportunity pest – annoying 
homeowners grown weary of finding 
the bugs crawling across their floors 
and walls and also wreaking economic 
havoc in the agricultural community.
Stink bugs indigenous to the United 
States have been around for decades, 
but the brown marmorated variety is 
relatively new. Native to Asia, it was 
first discovered in the United States in 
Allenton, Pa., in 2001 having arrived, it 
is suspected, in shipping containers. 
They were discovered in Virginia in 
2005 and have been found in as many 
as 30 states.
The stink bug, which gets its name 
from the putrid odor it releases when 
squashed or stressed, doesn’t bite, 
sting or pose a health risk to humans, 
but is an aggravation to homeowners 
and a financial disaster to growers. The 
infestation is so bad that agricultural 
researchers are working 
feverishly to develop 
pest management 
guidelines for 
growers. A discussion 
l e d  b y 10th 
District U.S. 
Rep. 

Frank Wolf was held April 18 in 
Loudoun County and focused on ways 
to control the infestation and minimize 
economic damage in the region.
The stink bug “is the most invasive 
pest introduction fruit growers have 
seen in a long, long time,” said Dr. 
Christopher Bergh, associate professor 
of entomology with Virginia Tech’s 
Winchester Agricultural Research and 
Extension Center in Frederick County 
and a member of the Brown 
Marmorated Stink Bug Working Group, 
a collaborative team of researchers, 
stakeholders, regulators and private 
industry representatives from around 
the country. Studying this pest “is 
going to dominate everything we do for 
a while,” he said.
Last year, the stink bug population 
“reached epidemic proportions,” Bergh 
said. The Northern Shenandoah Valley 
is a year or two behind West Virginia 
and Maryland in population size but 
still, some local peach growers 
experienced 100 percent loss of their 
crops last year and some apple 
growers lost half their fruit production, 
he said.
The brown mamorated stink bug is a 
grayish brown, shield-backed bug only 
about three-quarters of an inch long. 
White bands color its antennae and 
legs and black and white spots are 
found on the abdomen. Adults fly, 
which has aided their migration. The 
bug feeds on many foods, including 
tree fruits, seed pods and vegetables. 
In Virginia, apples and peaches have 
been hardest hit and high densities 

have been found in soybeans 
and corn. The bug feeds 
by piercing fruits and 
vegetables, leaving 
discolored and sunken 

areas. Damage is not always 
evident at harvest and has 
appeared on the fruit in cold 

storage.
“I don’t think we fully 

understand the full range of 
hosts it feeds on,” Bergh said.

What’s the deal  with all these

STINKBUGS?

901 Amherst Street, Winchester, VA • 540-662-1473, ext. 219
www.ShenandoahMuseum.org

GardenExplorers
FREE Children’sPrograms!

RegistertodayforGardenExplorers!TheseFREE programswilltake
placeintheMuseum’sGlenBurnieGardensat10 a.m.(preschool)and
11 a.m.(ages6–8)on Tuesday,June21 & 28,andJuly5,12,19,& 26.
Eachsessionwillinclude atourandhands-onactivity.Forprogram

topics,seewww .ShenandoahMuseum.orgorcall540-662-1473,ext.219.

Freetochildren.Adults:$5;freetoMS V M embers.
Adultsmustaccompanychildren.

To register:acansler@ShenandoahMuseum.orgor
540-662-1473,ext.219
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The stink bug has no natural predators 
in the United States and, so far, 
pesticides haven’t proven effective. “It’s 
my understanding that most experts 
don’t think we can spray our way out of 
this one,” said Bobby Clark, 
Shenandoah County extension agent.
 “We don’t have a lot of hard data from 
the field on the effectiveness of one 
program verses another,” Bergh said, 
but laboratory evaluations are proving 
helpful. Last month, Berg and his 
associates placed traps at four local 
farms and will monitor those throughout 
this growing season. A doctoral research 
associate at the lab has received a grant 
to determine when apple and peach 
crops are most vulnerable and will 
conduct a complex study throughout the 
summer as well.
Tracy Leskey, a research entomologist 
with the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 
Appalachian Fruit Research Station in 
Kearneysville, W.Va., and a founder of 
the stink bug working group, has 
screened more than 50 chemical 
compounds and has provided that data 
to extension agents and crop 
consultants as they brace for the 
onslaught this growing season. “As this 
insect rapidly established in the region, 
we all responded,” she said.
The U.S. Apple Association estimates 
the damage in mid-Atlantic states last 
year at $37 million. The four biggest 
apple-producing states in the region — 
Virginia, West Virginia, Maryland and 
Pennsylvania — were down in 
production 18 percent.

Jack Grove, a Clarke County extension 
agent, said damage for growers will 
multiply this year because of historically 
high food 
prices. “They’re 
not picky, they 
feed on 
whatever,” 
Grove said of 
the bug. With 
grain and bean 
prices higher 
than normal, 
any damage to 
a crop will be a 
significant blow 
to farmers, 
Grove said. 
Cordell Watt, 
president of the 
Frederick 
County Fruit 
Grower’s 
Association 
and owner of 
Timber Ridge 
Fruit Farm in 
Gore, first 
noticed the 
bugs four years 
ago “but last 
year they 
became a real 
problem,” he 
said. Watt, a 
third-generation grower, thinks all 
damage estimates are low.

Dig With C.A.R.E
Keep Virginia Safe!

all Miss Utility at             before you dig.

llow required time for marking.

espect the marks.

xcavate carefully.

21
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Whether your project is big or small, one free
call gets the underground utility lines marked.

This helps avoid costly damages, fines and
even personal injury. 

So, please call 811 and Dig with C.A.R.E.

This
message

is brought
to you by
Shentel

540.896.5536
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1000’s of Hanging Baskets

Geraniums, Annuals, Perennials, Vegetables & more

Huge Selection • Great Prices
DIRECTIONS: Rt. 11, approx. 5 miles
south of New Market, turn left onto 
Rt. 798 - Arkton Road. Go 3/10 of a mile to
greenhouses on left.

HOURS:
Mon. - Fri. 9:00-6:00
Sat. 9:00-6:00 • Sun. 12:00-6:00

We’re well worth the trip!

Come stroll through 
over an acre of greenhouses!

KIM’S GREENHOUSES
Open Sundays 12-6

See  STINKBUG,  page 37

Rich Cooley/Daily

“With other 
pests, I feel 

we have a 
fighting 

chance. We 
don’t see 

how we can 
tackle this 

thing.”
Cordell Watt, 

President of the 
Frederick County 

Fruit Grower’s 
Association
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In Italian, Bellaforté translates to 
“beautiful and strong.” In America, many 
homeowners are discovering that the 

translation means the exact same thing — 
especially when it comes to their polymer 
roofing tiles.

“We looked into many options when 
deciding to replace the asphalt shingle 
roof on our home,” says Kathy Bradshaw, 
an Oklahoma homeowner. “Our research 
brought us to DaVinci Roofscapes. The 
Bellaforté roof that’s now on our house is 
absolutely beautiful — it’s the icing on 
the cake for our 3,800-square foot ranch-
style home.”
Bradshaws’ decision to have the 
synthetic roofing tile installed on her 
home has impacted both her 
pocketbook and the neighborhood in a 
positive way. “Because these tiles are 
fire resistant and can stand up to 
severe weather conditions, we’re able 
to save on our homeowners insurance,” 
says Bradshaw. “And, our neighbors 
were so impressed with the look and 
quality of our roof that they’ve had  
synthetic tiles installed on their home.”
The cost-effective, high performance 
roofing tiles are gaining in popularity 
due to their eco-friendly structure and 
ability to add both beauty and value to 
the home. Designed to complement a 

wide variety of architectural home 
styles, Bellaforté tiles include a 50-year 
warranty. The patented snap-fit, self-
locating roofing tiles feature a built-in 
rain gutter. Ideal for all types of weather 
situations, the 12-inch synthetic slate 
roofing tiles have achieved some of the 
strictest testing ratings in the country, 
including the Miami Dade Notice of 
Acceptance (NOA) and Florida Building 
Code (FBC) qualifications. 

Available in slate black and slate gray, 
along with six different blended color 
combinations, these synthetic 
Bellaforté tiles use 20 percent less 
material than traditional synthetic and 
natural slate shingles, saving resources 
and reducing the tile weight. A square 
of Bellaforté roofing tile weighs just 185 
pounds, helping reduce both 
installation time and landfill load due to 
reduced construction waste.

Using the Color Design tool at www.
davinciroofscapes.com, homewoners 
can create their own custom color 
blend from 49 colors. They can also 
view 28 standard color blends to make 
their selection process easier.

Durable Bellaforté synthetic 
roofing tiles are fire- and 
hail-resistant and are backed 
by a 50-year warranty. 

Innovative Roofing Tiles
offer beauty and durability 

Siding

Vinyls & Aluminum
Soffit & Fascia Trim
Window & Door Trim
Aluminum Seamless Gutter

GREGORY'S INC.
Since 1951

Expert Installation by Qualified Installers.
P.O. Box 520

5368 Main St., Stephens City, Va 22655
Class A Contractor License #6389A

www.gregoryexterior.com
540-869-3500

Conserve Energy &
Beautify Your Home

Replacement Windows
Double Hung, Sliding & Casement
Windows
Low-E Glass
Bay & Bow Windows
Vinyl & Aluminum Windows Available

Residential Roofing, Asphalt Shingles
Standard & Architectural Styles

RoofingAwnings

Commercial/Residential
Fabric & Aluminum

Patio Covers               Retractable Awnings
Screen Rooms               Enclosures

21
46

44
ASK US ABOUT. . .

Specializing In Awnings, Replacement Windows, Roofing And Siding Many of our products qualify
for the energy tax credit!

Celebrating
Our

60th

Year
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Specializing
in Shingle Roofing

& Re-Roofing 

Standing Seam
Metal Roofing 

Insurance Claims
& Repairs 

Seamless Gutter 

Free Estimates 

Certified GAF
& Cetainteen

Shingle Installer

Licensed & Insured 540-984-4610 

Make Roofing Color Choices With Confidence
advice from Color Expert Kate Smith 

The warm mosaic of tan and gray colors on this synthetic slate roof is 
accentuated by striking purples reminiscent of provincial Tuscan hillsides. 

Standard slate gray or bold terracotta? 
Solid brown or a blend of three warm 
brown tones? For some homeowners, 
the question of what color to cap off their 
homes is more challenging than the deci-
sion of what roofing product to use.
“Our research clearly pointed us toward 
DaVinci’s polymer slate roofing tiles for 
their durability and resistance to severe 
weather,” says Tim Wahl of Kansas City, 
Kansas. “But I was surprised that the 
decision of what color or blend to select 
sort of paralyzed me. I was afraid of mak-
ing the wrong decision and then having 
to live with my choice for decades.”
According to color expert Kate Smith, 
CMG, Wahl’s experience is not unusual. 
“Selecting exterior building product col-
ors can be daunting for some people 
specifically because of the long lifespan 
of those products,” says Smith. “Some 
roofing companies offer 50-year warran-
ties on their products. That’s a long-term 
investment for a homeowner. So, while 
it’s fairly easy and inexpensive to repaint 
the interior of a room, you want to maxi-
mize your roofing investment by selecting 
a color you can live with for many years. 
Many people need some support and 
guidance when making those larger color 
decisions.”

See  ROOFING,  page 26
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Smith, a nationally-known color expert 
and the owner of Sensational Color, 
offers these tips for homeowners deter-
mining what roofing colors to select.
After considering his options, Wahl 
selected an Aberdeen blend he felt was a 
good long-term solution. “I felt like the 
color blend offered me so many more 
long-term options than a single color,” 
says Wahl. “This blend has rich, warm 
grays, stone, green and purples that 
combine to create a striking roof. I can 
choose several complementary colors for 
our home’s trim, shutters and siding, so 
we can change our palate over the years 
as the home ages.”
Wahl’s home renovation was so impres-
sive that it received the Remodel of the 
Year project award from Kansas City 
Homes & Gardens magazine. 
“One hundred percent of the interior and 
exterior of this home was renovated, and 
the results are awesome,” says Wahl, 
president with Develop KC, a company 
that remodels homes and apartment 
complexes throughout Kansas City. “The 
roofline really attracts attention. I’m glad 
we took the time to consider a color 
blend because the resulting look is truly 
outstanding.”

30+ YEARS IN BUSINESS - SHOP & COMPARE

Largest Selection of Antique Jewelry
in the Shenandoah Valley! We Make House Calls!

Selling your Gold and Silver 
valuables is your business... Paying
premium prices and guaranteeing 
you the best price is our business

41 Boscawen St., Winchester, Va.
540-667-6065

We Are Aggressively Buying 
Scrap Gold & Silver
Premium Prices Paid
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SHINGLE ROOFING -
METAL ROOFING

SPRING IS HERE -
ARE YOU IN NEED
OF A NEW ROOF? 

Let WELLS ROOFING
take care of your needs

Servicing the Valley
for over 50 years

www.wellsroofinginc.com

Call today for your estimate or
stop in and see our show room.

MENTION
THIS AD

AND
GET A

10%
DISCOUNT

on Roof
Replace-

ments
(Offer good thru
May 31, 2011)

18627 Old Valley Pk.
Edinburg,
VA 22824

540-459-3067

Tip #1 
Take time and do your homework. Don’t rush a 
decision. Try to envision a home exterior that you will 
like next year, five years from now, and then 20 years 
from now.

Tip #2 
Consider your options. While a solid color roof may 
work for some home styles, a blend of several colors 
may offer a “softer” look with more accent options. 
Pre-bundled roofing color blends can be made with 
two, three, four or five different color blends that 
complement each other.

Tip #3 
Investigate the different roofing color options available 
to you online. Create your own custom color blends or 
go with an existing, more traditional blend. Use the 
Color Design tool at www.davinciroofscapes.com to 
create your own custom color blends from 49 colors or 
to see the company’s standard 28 color blends.

Tip #4 
Request life-sized samples of your favorite color roofing 
tiles to hold up against your current roof to see the 
change that a new color will make for your home.

Tip #5 
Look at the other homes in your neighborhood. Your 
home should blend in or stand out from other homes, 
but never clash with the rest of the homes in your 
community. A roofing color can help achieve a 
harmonious look.

Tip #6 
Get assistance from a professional. Just as selecting 
the roofing product is a big decision requiring 
assistance of a professional, so is the choice of the roof 
color. Consult a color expert and use the color tools 
offered by experts and product manufacturers to gain a 
strong comfort level for your color choice. 

ROOFING,  from page  25
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The deck is the heart of a backyard. It’s where the 
family gathers for dinner, the perfect spot for 
grilling, a great place to hang out with friends 

and the ideal location for relaxing after a long day. 
Whether you’re thinking of building a new deck or 
your old one needs resurfacing, be sure and choose 
the right decking product: choose real wood.

Building a Deck. Thinking of building a brand new 
deck? What a great way to enhance your backyard! 
According to the 2010-2011 Cost vs. Value Report 
from Remodeling magazine, homeowners can expect 
to recoup 72.8 percent (on average) of the cost of 
building a wood deck vs. only 66.2 percent if building 
with composites. Deck substructures are built using 

pressure-treated wood anyway; if it’s strong and 
durable enough to hold up your deck, it’s strong 
enough to actually be your decking surface.

Pressure-treated wood is a builder favorite and has 
been the number one decking material for decades. 

Real Backyard 
Decks Deserve 
Real Wood

The Heart of Your Backyard: 

See  REAL DECKS,  page 31
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A wet basement is something 
thousands of homeowners contend 
with but none look forward to 

fixing. Water entering the basement can 
be an expensive repair job, and it 
seems like few homes are impervious 
to water infiltration.

Water can enter a basement or 
crawlspace in a number of ways, 
seeping through the floor if the 
surrounding ground is constantly 
saturated or entering through cracks in 
the foundation walls. Leaky basement 
windows could cause water to enter, 
while improperly draining downspouts 
and gutters may cause water to pool 
around the home’s foundation and 
enter the home.

A wet basement can decrease a home’s 
value and potential damage what’s in 
the home. Standing water in a 
basement can also pose health 
hazards, such as mold and mildew 

growth, and can prove a breeding 
ground for insects that like moist 
conditions.

There are a number of techniques used 
to combat basement water issues. A 
waterproofing company can help 
homeowners ascertain what method 
will be best for the type of water issue 
they have.

• Find the source of water. Sometimes 
water remediation requires minimal 
effort or simple solutions. It may be a 
grading issue on the property or 
landscaping that is causing water to 
pool around the home’s foundation. 
Fixing these issues can alleviate water 
in the basement.

• Create a barrier. A dampness or water 
issue may be remediated by creating a 
barrier between the water and the 
inside of the home. Waterproofing 
paints and sealants can be applied to 
both the outside and inside walls of a 

basement. However, waterproofing 
application on the outside of the home 
may cause disruption to landscaping 
and the need for excavation to reach 
foundation walls. Inside application is 
easier, but eventually the product may 
need to be reapplied if water pressure 
causes the sealant to blister or peel off. 
A plastic vapor barrier can be installed 
in crawlspaces that have vented 
concrete or dirt floors. This will help to 
protect against moisture in the space.

• Install drains. Various drainage 
systems are designed to help with 
basement water issues. Depending on 
the drain, it may be installed at the 
perimeter of the basement interior or on 
the exterior of the home. The drains are 
designed to capture water from the 
ground and direct it far away from the 
foundation. Drains can gradually 
become clogged with sediment and dirt 
and may need to be cleaned or 

replaced. Newer innovations in 
basement drainage systems that 
alleviate clogging issues are available 
through reputable businesses.

• Use a sump pump. For other water 
issues, a sump pump can help gather 
groundwater in a sump pit and pump it 
out and away from the home. It’s a 
good idea to have a backup source of 
power for the sump pump because if 
the power goes out, the sump pump 
will be rendered useless.

Water is the No. 1 enemy of basements 
and crawlspaces. It behooves the 
homeowner to take fast action to 
correct water issues in the lowest part 
of the home to ensure comfort and 
safety. 

Waterproofing a basement is generally 
not a do-it-yourself job. It requires the 
expertise of a trained contractor who 
will do a quality job.

Water is the 
No. 1 enemy of 
basements and 
crawlspaces.

Keys to Fixing Wet Basements

Standing water in a 
basement can also 

pose health 
hazards
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NOW ACCEPTING
NEW

CUSTOMERS!

LAWNMOWING
AND ODD JOBS
(540) 622-2509

dino2oo4@yahoo.com
937 McCoy Ford Road • Front Royal, VA
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Get Certified in

Incorporate new GREEN TECHNOLOGIES into your construction, retrofitting, or remodeling 
businesses. Upcoming classes include:

•Get started with Introduction to Green Building Practices and
Greenbuild, Your Role in the Green Environment

• Electricians: Get your NABCEP Certification to Design 
and Install Photovoltaic Systems

• CFC Certification for working with Refrigeration Systems

• BPI Certification for Energy Auditor and 
Air Sealer Installer

• LEED GA Prep Course - Custom class opportunities available

229081

Courses are funded through the
Shenandoah Valley

Energy Partnership Grant.

Please call an SVEP Grant Intake 
representative at 540-705-5392

Mention you saw it here...
Northern Virginia Daily

Construction for

For our full list of Industry 
and Construction Trades classes visit
www.LFCCworkforce.com

17143 Old Valley Pike, Edinburg, VA
(540) 984-3100

Complete Kitchen Remodel

New Cabinets, Granite, Tile Backsplash
& Flooring, Sink and Plumbing

$8,999
Price also includes cabinet removal. Sale only good for 12’x15’ kitchen or less up to 12 cabinets. See store for details.

Carpet by
Shaw • Kraus • Beaulieu • Mohawk • TufTex • Fabrica

We Will
Beat

Anyone’s 
Price!

FREE
In-Home

Estimates

HARDWOOD
FLOORING

SPECIAL

$599
per sq. ft. installed 

(stock only)

minimum 300 sq. ft.

SALE   SALE   SALE    SALE   SALE   SALE   SALE    SALE   SALE   SALE   SALE    SALE   SALE   SALE   SALE

Largest selection of 
carpet, vinyl,

hardwood & ceramic
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CARPET
SPECIALS
$179

per sq. ft. installed 

with 8 lb. pad
minimum 500 sq. ft.

LAMINATE
SPECIALS

$399
per sq. ft. installed 

minimum 300 sq. ft.

GRANITE
COUNTER

TOPS
$3995

per sq. ft.
min. 40 sq. ft.

starting at
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These days every inch of 
space in the home counts.
 So, when considering 
building a new home, it 
makes sense to consider 
building both “up and 
down” to maximize your 
living space.

“Basements are like ‘found 
space’ in the home 
because they’re so versatile 
that you can make a well-
built basement an 
extension of your living 
areas,” says Jim Costello, 
president of Superior Walls. 

“To maximize basement 
space, it’s critical to 
construct the area below 

ground with a pre-cast 
insulated foundation 
system that’s energy-
efficient and damp free. 
This way the basement area 
is a welcoming, active part 
of the home rather than a 
‘dump all’ storage area.”

Costello recommends 
constructing a basement 
with Xi wall panels. Each 
precast foundation panel is 
constructed with a concrete 
face shell, backed by 
21⁄2-inches of DOW 
Styrofoam insulation. Steel 
reinforced concrete walls 
create a permanent barrier 
against sidewall water 
penetration, making the 

basement system damp-
proof. 

“These foundation systems 
are very popular with 
homeowners because you 
can create door and 
window openings in them 
to access natural light,” 
says Costello. “By making 
the right decisions at the 
time of construction to use 
pre-cast insulated 
foundation systems, 
homeowners are making a 
long-term investment in 
their family’s happiness and 
in the resale value of their 
house.”

For more info visit  
www.superiorwalls.com.

Basement 
Versatility

Basement built with pre-cast insulated 
Xi wall panels provides added living 

space for homeowners. 
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• Decks, Sunrooms,
Gazebos, Porches,

Screen Rooms, Fences

• FREE Estimates

• Class A Licensed,
Bonded & Insured

Contractor

• Senior & Military
Discounts

•1 Year Warranty
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It’s natural, real — and it looks 
fantastic.

Resurfacing a deck. If you already 
have a wood deck but it’s more than 
20 years old, consider a resurfacing 
project. This is where the decking 
surface is replaced, while the 
substructure remains. (It’s always a 
good idea to have a 
decking professional 
check the entire 
deck for 
soundness.) 
Resurfacing is easy, 
and it’s a great way 
to refresh your 
outdoor living areas 
without blowing 
your budget.

Maintaining a deck. 
Every building 
material designed 
for outdoor use 
requires 
maintenance; luckily, 
real wood decks are 
very easy to 
maintain. Once a 
year, check your 
deck to see if it 
needs cleaning or 
perhaps another 
coat of sealant. 
Perform the cup of 
water test: if a cup 
of water poured on 
the deck boards immediately soaks 
into the wood, it’s time to apply water 
repellant.

Why choose wood? Your deck should 
mesh with your backyard — be sure 
your decking material is an extension 
of nature, with all the beauty, strength 
and durability you’d expect. Pressure-
treated wood is your most natural 
decking option: it’s easy to find, easy 
to use, requires no special tools, and 
it’s affordable. Wood doesn’t conduct 
heat like other decking materials can, 

meaning no burned feet in the 
summertime. Treated wood is 
impervious to rot and pests and it’s 
proven to be people- and pet-safe.

Concerned about our forests? 
Choosing wood for any home 
improvement project is a very wise 
environmental decision. Thriving, 

sustainably 
managed forests 
create a healthier 
environment for all 
of us. Choosing 
forest products — 
wood 

— encourages US 
landowners to keep 
replanting trees; the 
forest industry 
plants more trees 
than they harvest 
every single year, 
ensuring wood will 
be around for 
generations to 
come. Wood is one 
of the only naturally 
renewable building 
products available, 
and the only energy 
required to 
manufacture it 
comes from the sun. 
You can’t get much 
more green than 
that.

For more information on building or 
resurfacing a real wood deck, visit 
www.realoutdoorliving.com. Free 
information includes the Authentic 
Deck Guide, with complete 
information on wood deck upkeep, 
construction and building material 
selection; easy do-it-yourself free 
downloadable plans and podcasts; 
maintenance information; a fun and 
fast “Pressure-treated 101” video and 
much more. Check back frequently: 
we’re always adding new plans, new 
photos and new information.

home. Xi insulated concrete wall 
systems from Superior Walls (www.
superiorwalls.com) are custom created 
for homeowners and installed in less 
than 24 hours by certified crews. The 
energy-efficient walls, which received 
the first National Association of Home 
Builders Green Approved rating for 
foundation systems in the country, help 
lower energy costs for homeowners.

The Xi wall panels feature steel 
reinforced concrete and 21⁄2-inches of 
insulation to create a permanent barrier 
against sidewall water penetration. The 
sturdy panels are designed and 
constructed in a factory-controlled 
setting using steel rebar inside the studs 
and beams for strength. Built to last,  Xi 
foundations systems are backed by a 
15-year warranty.

Moving up the house, vinyl windows are 
crafted for maximum energy efficiency 
and low maintenance. Why vinyl? 
Because vinyl windows and doors offer 
excellent thermal performance for year-
round comfort and help lower utility bills. 
Vinyl is an effective insulator, and 
combined with a strong glass package, 
provides optimum energy efficiency. 

“The energy-efficient features of the 
Simonton Windows products are very 
impressive, which is why I selected 
them for my own home,” says Clement. 

“I’ve found that a glass package that 
includes Low E glass, an Argon gas fill 
and Simonton’s Intercept spacer system 
really outperform other windows I’ve 
seen.” 

Select a fiberglass entryway system 
married with urethane millwork and 
you’ve chosen more building products 
meant to last. Backed by a limited 
lifetime warranty, Therma-Tru fiberglass 
doors (www.therma-tru.com) create the 
tightest seal possible, creating an 
energy-efficient envelope that stabilizes 
interior temperatures and helps 
decrease the home’s energy costs. Each 
door is constructed of durable fiberglass 
with a polyurethane foam core, can be 

ordered ENERGY STAR qualified and 
provides five times the insulation of a 
wood door. Best of all, fiberglass doors 
will not rot, split or crack, plus they will 
not rust, dent or ding.

Decorative trim around a fiberglass entry 
door creates a winning combination. 
The crisp, architecturally-correct details 
on Fypon’s (www.fypon.com) urethane 
products are crafted from tough, 
weather-proof, high-performance 
materials. Pilasters, crossheads and 
door pediments are all impervious to 
decay, insect infestation and water 
damage. Other exterior urethane pieces, 
such as column wraps, louvers and 
brackets, are also crafted for long-
lasting beauty and low maintenance. 
Also appropriate for interior application, 
the urethane pieces are backed by a 
limited lifetime warranty and are ideal for 
high humidity areas of the home such as 
the kitchen, bathroom and laundry room.

While all areas of a home’s exterior can 
take a beating from severe weather and 
harmful ultraviolet rays, the roof is easily 
the building product that is most 
subjected to the elements. To make sure 
your roof overhead can protect your 
family and home, investigate the 
benefits of polymer roofing tiles.

“The DaVinci slate roofing tiles on my 
home resist fire, impact, wind and other 
weather conditions,” says Clement. 

“These tiles have their colors blended 
completely throughout each piece and 
will resist fading over time because of 
the UV protection built into each tile.

“Products like polymer roofing tiles, 
which are a good environmental choice 
and are guaranteed to last for 50 years, 
are a smart choice for a home. All of 
these products are a sound investment 
for a new home and when remodeling 
an older, cherished home. Doing your 
research up front to find the best 
products in the marketplace will result in 
many savings — on long-term 
maintenance, utility costs and repair or 
premature product replacement.” 

STRONGER,  from page  15 REAL DECKS,  from page  27

It’s always a 
good idea to 

have a 
decking 

professional 
check the 

entire deck 
for soundness
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Lead Paint Hazards 
and Older Windows

After older, lead-painted windows 
were replaced, this family now enjoys 

a healthier living environment with 
their energy-efficient vinyl windows.

If your home was built before 
1978 and you still have the 
original windows, it’s time to 

seriously consider replacing 
your windows — especially if 
you have young children or a 
pregnant person living in the 
home.
According to the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA), the routine 
opening and closing of windows in 
homes built prior to 1978 can disturb 
lead-based paint around the windows, 
causing paint dust and chips to be 
released into the air. These lead parti-
cles are so dangerous that the EPA 
now requires contractors to be trained 
and certified before they can perform 
any renovation, repair or painting proj-
ects that may have previously applied 
lead-based paint.
“Research indicates that the everyday 
activity of opening and closing win-
dows creates friction that then allows 
lead dust to enter the air,” says Rick 
Nevin, a consultant to the National 
Center for Healthy Housing (NCHH). 
“This dust is invisible to the naked eye, 
yet it can contaminate the home and 
expose residents to this harmful sub-
stance.
“Young children, whose developmental 
skills and brain functions are subjected 
to the lead dust, can be especially 
negatively impacted. Children can 
absorb the lead dust from crawling on 
the floor where the dust settles. 
Toddlers put their hands in their 
mouths … and after playing on the 
floor near a window, they can easily 
transfer the lead dust into their 

mouths. The ingested lead travels 
through the bloodstream to a child’s 
developing brain, causing many types 
of neurobehavioral damage.”
Nevin relates that the most common 
problem with lead in paint is not that a 
child is eating paint chips — it’s that 
the child may be exposed every day to 
unseen contaminated lead dust parti-
cles that have settled in household 
dust.  The lead-contaminated dust is 
often connected with the operation of 
the window.
According to Nevin, one of the most 
important long-term investments a 
homeowner can make for the overall 
safety of a family is to replace older 
windows, using the EPA-approved 
lead safe renovation guidelines. “If you 
live in a home built before 1978, and 
you have single-pane windows, 
replace them now,” says Nevin. “This 
is one of the only ways to reduce lead 
risks for your family. Make sure to use 
only a contractor that is certified in 
lead-safe work practices and strongly 
consider the use of ENERGY STAR® 
qualified windows, like the vinyl 
replacement windows offered by 
Simonton Windows. These windows 
are a healthy choice for replacing older 
single-pane units. They’re energy-effi-
cient and a good value for the 
investment.”
“At Simonton, we advocate that 
replacing older windows coated with 
lead-based paint with vinyl windows is 
a sensible step for homeowners who 
want to create a healthier home envi-
ronment,” says Gary Pember with 
Simonton Windows. “We believe 
Rick’s research substantiates the 22
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Homeowners can now let light and 
fresh air into their homes without 
sacrificing energy efficiency or style. 
Therma-Tru’s vented sidelites 
(available in the Fiber-Classic Oak 
Collection and Smooth-Star product 
line) provides ventilation without the 
inconvenience and obstruction of 
storm doors or sliding screens. 
These vented sidelites are continuous 
systems comprised of either one-
hinged door and two-hinged sidelites, 
or two-hinged French doors and two-
hinged sidelites. Sturdy door stile 
edges and a wide patio mullion 
provide additional strength when 
doors are open. For more details, visit 
www.thermatru.com.

Vented Sidelites

replacement of all windows coated with 
lead based paint as a way to dramati-
cally help reduce lead dust within that 
home. As such, taking the next step of 
installing durable, energy-efficient vinyl 
windows offers homeowners peace-of-
mind along with energy savings in the 
home.”
Nevin explains that homeowners need 
to understand there are four key steps 
to completing a “lead-safe window 
replacement strategy” for the home. 
“First, replace all single-pane windows 
with ENERGY STAR® qualified win-
dows,” says Nevin. “Second, stabilize 
any significantly deteriorated paint. 
Third, perform specialized cleaning to 
remove any lead-contaminated dust. 
And finally, perform dust wipe tests to 
confirm the absence of lead dust haz-
ards after the clean up.”
Nevin, the NCHH and the New York 
University School of Medicine have 
been awarded a National Institute of 
Health challenge grant for “Preventing 
Child Residential Lead Exposure by 
Window Replacement.” The project 
includes the launch of a “Windows of 
Opportunity” website to promote the 
many benefits of lead-safe window 
replacement. For additional information, 
visit www.simonton.com/leadsafe. 	
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176 School House Lane
Woodstock, VA  22664

15+ Years Experience Office: 540-459-5700
Evaluating Soils For Cell: 540-335-1075
Sewage Disposal Systems lam176@shentel.net

Consulting firm licensed to provide site and soil evaluations
for sewage disposal systems to serve residential dwellings,
commercial establishments, and subdivision planning.

Licensed to provide operation and maintenance inspections
of alternative sewage disposal systems and discharging 
systems.

Service area includes the following counties: Frederick,
Clarke, Warren, Page, Shenandoah & Rockingham.

VALLEY SOIL &
ENVIRONMENTAL
CONSULTING, LLC
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“The Fastest Lawn Mower in the World”
MAGNUM SERIES

Starting at
$6,299

0% for 
60 Months
on Select Models

SHADE
EQUIPMENT COMPANY, INC.
1237 Martinsburg Pike
Winchester, VA 22603
(540) 667-1600
(800) 874-2339

www.shadeequipment.com
info@shadeequipment.com

facebook.com/shadeequipment

4072 N. Valley Pike
Harrisonburg, VA 22802

(540) 433-6440
(800) 647-4233

• 50 Inch Cut 
• 27 Horsepower
• 3 Year Bumper to    

Bumper Warranty
1st and 2nd Years-Parts & 
Labor; 3rd Year, Parts Only
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It’s Better
We’ll Prove It

VA.DLR.

WOODSTOCK GARAGE, INC.
NEW CHRYSLER DODGE JEEP

CARS, VANS, AND TRUCKS
601 N. Main Street, Woodstock, VA 22664
Service After The Sale Second To None

540-459-2128, 1-800-550-4700
Website: www.woodstockgarage.com - E-mail-Woodgar@shentel.net
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FIVE STAR
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SHENANDOAH COUNTY
THRIFT STORE

The long cold winter is over
and its time for flip flops and shorts.
Need some new ones, we have them!

659 North Main St. • Woodstock, VA
Monday-Sat 9 A.M. - 5 P.M.

all eight meetings and club programs, 
$50 of which goes to the national 
organization.

“It’s a real good group of people,” she 
said. Members are not required to have 
experience in gardening, she said. They 
need only have an interest.

“They don’t know much, but they want to 
learn,” she said of some members.
Other members, though, have built their 
careers around gardening, and some 
even are Master Gardeners.

“The horticultural society has been going 
for two years,” said Reeve, who has a 
master’s degree in herbal horticulture 
and degrees in therapeutic herbalism 
and aromatherapy. She has trained at 
the National Herb Garden in Washington.
Committee member Sondra Johnson, of 
Warren County, has been an herbalist for 
more than 30 years. She began working 
with skin issues and making plant 
products when her son developed 
psoriasis about 10 years ago.
The herbs didn’t cure his psoriasis, since 
topical solutions don’t solve the 
problem, she said, “But you can take 
them to look and feel better.”
Johnson used borage from the garden 
last year to make what Reeve calls a 

“fabulous borage balm with lovely oils.” 
The society sells the borage balm at $5 
for a 1-ounce tin and $8 for a 2-ounce 
tin.

“And we intend this year to do more 
projects like that,” Reeve said.
A pesto event is also in the works.

“We grow a ton of basil here at Sunflower 
Cottage,” Clifton said.  “It’s an extra 
party we’re planning,” where they will 
make pesto from fresh basil “and eat 
and drink and play and take it home 
with them,” she said.
The garden, meanwhile, is divided into 
four sections, the learning garden offers 
mints and thyme, culinary herbs, healing 
herbs and scented herbs.
Reeve pointed out herbs like chamomile, 
whose white flowers are used in making 
tea, and sage, “which we all know and 
love, especially around the holidays.” 
Sage, chives and rosemary are some 
herbs she indicated as being culinary 
herbs.
The uses of rosemary are something 
“we of European extraction know well,” 
she said of the herb that spread across 
Europe and is used with eggs, meat, 
candies, cakes and pies. It’s used very 

potently and therapeutically, she said, 
and formerly was used with salt and 
pepper to cure meats so they would 
keep longer.

“It affects the hypothalamus,” she said, 
explaining that rosemary sends a 
message to the brain to halt sweating 
and also can be used as an alternative 
to caffeine.
Horseradish, the designated herb of the 
year for 2011, is an ancient plant used 
around the Middle East, she said. One 
of the five sacred herbs of Passover, it’s 
a bitter herb, whose root is mixed with 
cream and vinegar and used with meat 
like beef, she said.

“Rue is a very highly therapeutic plant … 
It’s actually tonic to the female 
reproductive system,” Reeve said, but 
she cautions never to touch it with bare 
hands. “It actually causes the cells of 
your skin to become sensitive to sun.”
A 32-page book the Shenandoah Herb 
Society published this year could help 
those interested in learning about the 
uses of herbs. Simply called “Herbs,” 
the 32-page book is $7.50 at Sunflower 
Cottage or online at the society’s 
website, www.sunflowercottage.net/
shenandoah_herb_society.php.
The society currently has about 25 
members, but they always hope for 
more.

“It’s an opportunity to meet people who 
love to garden, who love to cook, who 
love that the plants are healing for us, 
who love to craft with them,” Reeve said.
For more information about the 
Shenandoah Herb Society, call 
Sunflower Cottage at 869-8482.

HERBS,  from page  16

Dennis Grundman/Daily
Sondra Johnson cleans out dead stems 
at the herb garden. 
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How often should family fire drills be held? What type of glass should you have in 
windows to help prevent noise penetration and discourage intruders? The experts 
at Simonton Windows® offer fast tips for staying safe in your home and enjoying 
your windows.

This bedroom 
showcases how 
furniture should be 
kept away from 
windows to 
prevent young 
children from 
climbing up and 
potentially getting 
out the window. 

Window   safety tips

Tip #1 — Practice safety drills reg-
ularly. Small children tend to “hide” 
from fire, so make sure children are 
familiar with escape routes and 
know how to move quickly out of 
the home.

Tip #2 — For homes with bed-
rooms on second floors or higher, 
make sure safety escape chain lad-
ders are under the bed in every 
room. Practice operating the win-
dow with older children and show 
them how to use chain ladders.

Tip #3 — If a door is not safe to 
exit through during a fire, exit 
through an open window or use an 
escape ladder. Do not break the 
glass of the window, because it 
could cause injury.

Tip #4 — If you live in a neighbor-
hood with lots of active children, or 
one that is prone to crime, install 
windows with laminated glass — at 
least for the first floor of the home. 
In these units, two panes of glass 
are adhered to a durable plastic 
interlayer, much like a car wind-
shield. So, if a stray baseball hits a 
window, the glass will shatter, but 
broken pieces remain adhered to 
the interlayer, preventing glass fall-
out inside the home. The plastic 
interlayer is also puncture-resistant, 
frustrating potential intruders.

Tip #5 — Remember that window 
screens are only designed only to 
keep insects outside — they will not 
support the weight of a child or 
family pet.

Tip #6 — Looking to protect your 
home from the sun’s harmful ultra-
violet rays? Request Low E glass in 
your windows to help reduce the 
fading of carpet, furniture and win-
dow treatments.

Tip #7 — When windows are 
opened for ventilation, only open 
what young children cannot reach, 
such as the top portion of a 
Simonton Double Hung window.

Tip #8 — Keep furniture (including 
cribs), or anything children can 
climb, away from windows.

Tip #9 — Before ordering windows 
for your home, make sure to exam-
ine the unit’s locking system. 
Multi-point locks provide more pro-
tection against intruders and make 
it more difficult for curious young 
children to operate.

Tip #10 — If you need to use win-
dow guards on the interior of your 
windows, make sure they are oper-
able and can be easily removed. 
Practice detaching the guards with 
children in case they need to exit 
through a window in an emergency.

For more helpful window tips, visit 
www.simonton.com.
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SIGNS• BANNERS • TROPHIES • AWARDS • DIGITAL GRAPHICS
Steve & Maggie Sill

119 Chester St. • Front Royal, VA 22630
(540) 622-2060 • Fax: (540) 622-2070

signshoppe@gmail.com • www.americanasigns.com

“Everything You Need for Pools”
• CHEMICALS • ACCESSORIES

• WATER ANALYSIS
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SERVICES AVAILABLE
• Opening Service for Pools • Remove & Clean Cover • Vacuum/Brushing

• Hookup Equipment • No More Hassle or Getting Dirty

CALL (540) 636-4480 • 315 W. 14TH ST., FRONT ROYAL, VA

R.A.C. POOLS CENTER, INC.R.A.C. POOLS CENTER, INC.
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When a person comes to a certain 
age and the children move out 
and on with their own lives, a 

home may become too big for its 
occupants. At this point, residents may 
feel it’s time to downsize to a smaller 
home.

Downsizing can be exciting and chal-
lenging at the same time. Going 
through and packing belongings can 
be a trip down memory lane. But 
chances are a smaller space will mean 
that a person will have to part with a 
number of his belongings collected 
over time.

To make the process easier, first 
assess how much space there will be 
in the new home. Many times floor 
plans or room dimensions are avail-
able. First measure large items, such 
as furniture, to be sure they will fit in 
the rooms. Then think about storage 
possibilities.

Next, make a running list of what items 
can be discarded and where those 
items will go. Some belongings can be 

donated to charity, while others may 
be given to family and friends. Many 
other things could end up in the trash 
or recycling bins. Knowing where 
things will go will make them easier to 
sort.

Downsizing can be 
exciting and challenging 
at the same time. 

Downsizing
A HOME
an option for seniors
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WEBER’S NURSERY &
GARDEN CENTER

Has Everything Your Garden Needs!

eber’s Nursery &
Garden Center

W

Spring Bulbs • Soils • Garden Seed
Fertilizers • Tools • Garden Clogs 

Trees • Shrubs • Water Garden Plants

Garden Furniture and Fountains
to make your Outdoor Living Area SPECIAL!

We Have a Great Selection of:

We Grow Our Own Annuals,
Veggies, Geraniums & Perennials

Full ServiceGarden
Center

1912 Martinsburg Pike • 540-662-4311
(Across from Rutherford Crossing Entrance)
www.webersgardencenter.com
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S.R.S., INC.
1021 LAKEVIEW DRIVE, WOODSTOCK, VA

(540) 459-4826

For those doing a major clean-out of 
the home, it could be efficient to hire a 
dumpster to be placed on-site. This 
way, larger bulk items can simply be 
tossed inside. Some municipalities 
restrict what can be placed in the regu-
lar trash or how much garbage can be 
collected, so this alleviates the stress of 
dealing with excess trash. 

When actually beginning to get rid of 
things, start with the areas that receive 
the least amount of use. Belongings 
stored in the attic or basement may be 
simply taking up space and hold less 
sentimental value. People can then 
work their way toward items that are 
used on a regular basis. It can be 
cathartic to clear out clutter and get 
ready to start anew.

Some people find they have to down-
size because of financial reasons. In 
these cases, thinning out belongings 
can also be a way to earn a few extra 
bucks. Selling or auctioning off seldom 
used items may produce a little extra 
cash that can help finance moving 
expenses or even bills. 

214647

Visit our expanded outdoor display to
get ideas for your outdoor living project.
• Pavers
• Retaining Wall
• Fireplaces/Fire Pits

• Trex® Decking

• Natural Stone
• Flagstone
• Outdoor Kitchens

“With other pests, I feel we have a 
fighting chance. We don’t see how we 
can tackle this thing,” he said.
The local research lab is using Watt’s 
farm to test the new trap that might 
possibly provide a glimpse into how to 
control the bug. “They’re trying to 
accumulate data to see if we can pick 
up anything” that would help, Watt said. 
“They’re kinda baffled. There are so 
many unknowns.”
Watt likened the pest to the 17-year 
locust only “this is like fighting them 
every year for six months. This is a 
tough beast to tackle.”
Researchers in Newark, Del., are 
studying the effectiveness of four 
species of wasps from Asia, but more 
information is needed before they will 
be approved in the United States, 
Leskey said. Releasing the wasps to 
combat the stink bug could disrupt 
other systems.
Desperate homeowners have turned to 
extension agents and pest management 
experts for help. Grove said his office 
was “inundated” last year with calls 
from homeowners. “We had folks who 

wouldn’t even go outside” last year. 
“There’s not a lot they can do because 
they feed on everything and nest 
everywhere.”
Jeff Fortune of Pest Management 
Services Inc. in Winchester expects the 
calls from frantic homeowners to pick 
up once warm weather sets in.  He 
recalls one customer last year who had 
so many bugs in her house that her wall 
resembled mold.
“In the last year, (stink bugs) have been 
Biblical in proportion,” he said. But 
there’s only so much that can be done. 
Pest management companies can spray 
chemical compounds but it appears 
they must apply it directly to the bug to 
be effective. “They are flying insects so 
you can never completely stop them,” 
Fortune said.
Homes in wooded areas have it worst, 
according to Harriet Harris, owner of 
Best Exterminating Services in Front 
Royal. Barbara Gimber, who lives 
surrounded by trees in the High Knob 
Subdivision east of Front Royal, turned 
to Harris for help when the bug first 
showed up about four years ago. “They 
have consistently been getting worse 
year after year. They are driving me out 
of my house,” Gimber said.

Gimber learned quickly not to squash 
the bug and bought a hand-held 
vacuum to best deal with the nuisance 
once they get inside her home. 
Chemical compounds sprayed outside 
minimize the population some, Gimber 
said. “I love the spring months, to open 
windows and doors but that’s not 
possible anymore.”
Adult stink bugs begin to emerge from 
their winter shelter in the spring, laying 
eggs in May. Those nymphs emerge 
and become adults and lay eggs in July. 
The second generation appears in late 
August. As summer turns to fall, the 
adults begin seeking shelter again 
inside homes and other structures and 
begin the cycle again the following 
spring.
Homeowners are advised to seal up as 
many crevices around windows, doors 
and other openings as possible.
While the infestation of 2011 may end 
up worse than last year, people can take 
heart in knowing that researchers are 
working hard on solutions. “There’s 
going to be a tremendous account of 
effort and creative energy going 
forward,” Bergh said. “After this season, 
we’ll know more.”

STINKBUG,  from page  23
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easy home improvement projects FOR WEEKEND WARRIORS

Ready The Deck For Summer Fun
With spring on the horizon, the season to relax on the 
deck and soak up the sun is right around the corner. 
Homeowners can upgrade their deck and create an 
incredibly strong wood-to-wood bond with the Kreg 
Deck Jig System. Compatible with composite deck 
boards and ACQ treated lumber, the Kreg Deck Jig 
System can help homeowners create a beautiful and 
functional deck surface that’s completely free of 
exposed fasteners and painful splinters. The Kreg 
Deck Jig System’s easy grip handles help DIYers gain 
a secure hold and completely control each and every 
joint, while the system’s three separate drill guides 
allow for easy installation of deck boards in a variety of 
hard-to-reach areas. When combined with a few sim-
ple tools homeowners already own, the Kreg Deck Jig 
System ensures homeowners can vastly improve their 
deck no matter how pressed for time they might be.

Paint A New Look Inside

Spring is often seen as a season of rejuvenation, so 
why not give your home a brand new look by repaint-
ing the interior? Veteran DIYers can no doubt recall 
when painting took as much elbow grease as it did 
time, but times have changed. Thanks to the new Fein 
MultiMaster, the tedious and time-consuming job of 
scraping old paint with a putty knife and sanding tight 
spaces with paper wrapped around your finger is a 
thing of the past. The MultiMaster’s profiled sanding 
pads make scraping old paint easier than ever before, 
while its multiple user-friendly accessories that scrape, 
cut, shave, sand, polish, and remove grout make the 
MultiMaster an ideal companion for homeowners with 
several projects  on tap this spring.

Few industries have 
grown as much in the 
last decade-plus as the 

home improvement indus-
try. Whereas it was once 
commonplace for home-
owners to have a 
handyman on speed dial, 
nowadays homeowners 
handle not only the routine 
upkeep necessary to 
maintain a home, but 
many home improvement 
projects as well.

Home expert Danny 
Lipford, host of the nation-
ally syndicated TV show, 
Today’s Homeowner, and 
radio show, Homefront, 
said, “Today you’ve got 
not only an amazing selec-
tion of tools to help with 
every project, but they also 
shorten the time it used to 
take to complete the proj-
ect. When you couple that 

with all the DIY instruction 
and programming out 
there, it’s no wonder we 
have the confidence to do 
more on our own.”
As popular as home 
improvement projects 
have become, many  
homeowners still find 
themselves pressed for 
time when it comes to 
tackling projects around 
the house. For  
homeowners without 
much time during the 
week, Woodcraft offers  
the following projects  
tailor-made for  
weekend warriors. 

Regardless of individual 
skill level, user-friendly 

tools like the Fein 
MultiMaster make home 

improvement projects safer 
and easier for homeowners.

*Rates subject to change without notice. Membership
required and qualifications apply. Borrow $15,000 at
4.99% for 5 years and your approximate payment
would be $283.12. Member is responsible for
appraisal & flood determination fee. APR = Annual
Percentage Rate. No closing costs for limited time.
Federally insured by NCUA.

230 N. Royal Avenue
Front Royal, VA 22630

113 South Street
Front Royal, VA 22630

540-635-7133

Financially strong since 1949
www.frontroyalfcu.org

Front Royal Federal Credit Union
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THE SHOPPES
AT MAUZY

Old, New and
Purposeful Clutter

Spring is the time
to redo your nest and we have the feathers.

10559 North Valley Pike, Mauzy, VA
I-81 Exit #257, Go South on Rt. 11, just 100 yds. past the traffic light.

12 miles North of Harrisonburg.
540-896-9867 • 866-222-9173 www.shoppesatmauzy.com

Daily
10 A.M. - 6 P.M.

Sunday
12 P.M. - 6 P.M.
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Tackle Indoor Projects On Rainy Days

Spring might be synonymous with feelings of rejuve-
nation, but it also brings spring showers. On rainy 
weekends, tackle interior projects with the Rockwell 
BladeRunner. Whether you want to cut and install base 
molding, chair rails or hardwood flooring or frame and 
trim windows and doors, the lightweight, portable 
BladeRunner is your go-to tool. This precision cutter’s 
variable-speed motor control and simple blade chang-
ing mechanism allow you to easily cut wood, metal, 
ceramic tile, aluminum, and plastic using a T-shank jig-
saw blade. You can operate the BladeRunner on a 
benchtop or use the convenient wall mount bracket. 
Attach the tool’s dust port to your shop vac for easy 
cleanup. 

Prepare Tools In Advance

While there are several projects homeowners can 
complete in a single weekend, no project is likely to be 
successful without properly maintained tools. 
Homeowners should take inventory of their tools 
before beginning any projects to ensure the tools 
won’t cause any delays. The Work Sharp® Knife and 
Tool Sharpener can bring tools back to life in a matter 
of minutes. This handheld, motorized tool sharpens 
any knife as well as scissors, tin snips, garden shears, 
and even lawn mower blades for green thumbers. The 
sharpener’s patented Flex-Tek™ belt technology con-
forms to the shape of any blade, practically 
guaranteeing a sharp edge and ensuring your next 
home improvement project will start off on the right 
foot.

Work Smarter
Tackling a home improvement project in a single week-
end might not be easy, but DIYers can take steps to 
make such projects easier. For example, Vibe-Away 
Anti-Slip Pads are made from recycled tires and 
designed to reduce the transfer of vibration that occurs 
in most woodworking tools and stationary equipment. 
This shock absorption pad helps reduce sound, vibra-
tions, and pulsating of router tables, scrollsaws, table 
saws and other benchtop or stationary machines, mak-
ing it easier to complete a project mistake-free and in 
less time.

LOC-Blocks Interlocking Material Gripping Blocks grip 
both the work surface as well as your project without 
the use of any clamps. The nonslip pads support work 
during assembly without leaving marks, while the non-
marring pads allow homeowners to lift work above the 
surface while finishing edges.

To learn more about products that can help you successfully complete your 
home improvement projects this spring, visit www.woodcraft.com. 

10269 Winchester Rd. • Front Royal, VA 22630 • (540) 622-AQUA (2782)
Located at Noah’s Ark

www.aquascapesofva.com • www.noahsarkpetandaquarium.com

NEW

Aquabasin

Decobasin

Pick up all your
POND NEEDS

now!

228795

20% OFF

SPRING 

is here! 

. . .ALL 
AQUABASIN®,
DECOBASIN™ &
FOUNTAIN KITS

Contractors –
Home Owners

Bring an exciting Lifestyle
to your backyard.

We offer professional pond
products to serious-minded

customers.
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Questions?  
Call Kelley Miller, 

Vice President

540-635-8020

Call today for
your free estimatesFairfax County

Fauquier
County

New Baths at 
Bed & Breakfast
Mt. Vernon Farm

Circa 1827
Sperryville, VA
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OUTDOOR PIZZA OVENS
You pick the stone, granite & other features!
Stop by & see our on-site outdoor display.

Kelley traveled to
Salt Lake City, Utah to the
Hearth, Patio & BBQ Expo!

BRINGING LOTS OF NEW IDEAS BACK!
SEE OUR NEW DISPLAYS -

NEW PRODUCTS ARRIVING DAILY

New Look KITCHEN & BATH
is all FIRED-UP…

Visit Our Showroom Today
VISIT: www.newlookkitchenandbath.com

322 N. Royal Ave.
Front Royal, Va. 22630

Let us design your new outdoor living space


